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The purpose of this article is to 
challenge our thinking concerning a 
biblical model for ministry that is 
o f ten hoped for , but not of ten 
wrestled with sufficiently to become 
a reality. The challenge with which I 
am wrestling is immensely practical 
and admittedly somewhat contro-
versial. Yet, I believe its time has 
come. 
I will trace for us a model of king-
dom ministry that I find in the Scrip-
tures. This model begins with Jesus' 
announcement of his Messianic mis-
sion and concludes with the mission 
work of the early church in the book 
of Acts. 
In Luke 4:17-19 we see (1) the 
anointing by the Holy Spirit for the 
purpose of (2) preaching the king-
dom of God to the poor, (3) pro-
claiming release and recovery and 
(4) proclaiming the year of the Lord's 
favor. This passage obviously reveals 
the ministry of the Messiah, yet it is 
somewhat cryptic and difficult to get 
a handle on for practical ministry 
purposes. Fortunately, in a passage 
following, Jesus spells out the prac-
tical ministry applications when he 
addresses the disciples of John in 
Luke 7:18-23. He illustrates the min-
istry of his Messianic mission by 
pointing to the works of power that 
he is doing, which parallel the con-
cepts found in the earlier passage of 
Luke 4:18-19. In this ministry con-
text, the blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, the deaf hear . . . and the 
good news is preached to the poor. 
From this beginning, we see modeled 
in the life of Jesus the combination 
of the works of power (Matthew 
4:23-24) and the power of words 
(Luke 4:36). If this is how Jesus 
fleshed out his Messianic mission, 
what sort of training program did he 





In the Synoptic Gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark and Luke, there are 
three accounts of Jesus commission-
ing the Twelve (Matthew 9:35— 
10:1-15, Mark 3:13-19, Luke 9:1-2). 
In each of these commissions, we 
observe the disciples are commanded 
to preach and perform works of 
power: i.e., healing the sick and cast-
ing out demons. This must be, or at 
least certainly seems to be, a high 
priority work. It was a major task of 
Jesus' ministry (Acts 10:37-38), and 
it was also a major focus of the ones 
he was training. Some may say, "But 
these are the apostles, they're differ-
ent! "They do have a special place in 
the founding of the church as the 
eyewitnesses of the resurrected Lord 
and the first ones called out to lay the 
foundational truths for the church. 
However, the pattern for training 
went beyond the Twelve; so, though 
the apostles were unique, their unique-
ness was not in their ministry of 
power alone or in their training pro-
gram or else it would have been con-
fined to them altogether. We see in 
Luke 10 that Jesus is running another 
practicum in Messianic ministry. 
This time, 70 enrolled for the course. 
His basic curriculum has not changed, 
though he has expanded his training 
seminar beyond the original Twelve. 
(See especially verses 1, 9) 
I have three theological degrees 
and a fourth near completion. Yet, 
in all this, I have never been trained 
in this manner nor have I ever been 
encouraged to expect this type of 
ministry. I believe somewhere in our 
eisegetical history (putting meaning 
into a text instead of drawing mean-
ing out of a text) we misunderstood 
the text of Mark 1:15, and read into 
the text "Repent, the church is at 
hand" instead of "the kingdom is at 
hand." We therefore seem to have 
been training people to work on the 
institutional church instead of in the 
kingdom. 
The question, "Where is the sickle 
in today's church to reap the har-
vest?" is intended to draw our atten-
tion to what I believe to be a very 
significant and effective model for 
harvesting. Why not get a Bible and 
read Matthew 9:35-10:1-15. 
Here is the situation: Jesus is 
somewhere near Capernaum (Mat-
thew 9:1) doing Kingdom work:— 
preaching and healing (vs. 35-36). 
He saw a huge crowd—lost, de-
pressed, without someone to care for 
them. He said to his disciples, "The 
crowd is ready to enter the kingdom 
if there were more word-workers to 
show them the way" (obviously my 
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by Ed Ashby 
paraphrase). In the New Interna-
tional Version verse 37 says, "The 
harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few." Now here is one place 
where chapter divisions in the Bible 
has hurt our understanding. There is 
a chapter break in the middle of this 
narrative, but there is not a break in 
the context or in the train of thought. 
What follows in Chapter 10:1-15 are 
instructions for a harvester. 
In those days, when a man went 
into the field to gather the grain, he 
took with him a sickle, which was 
the tool for harvesting. With this 
sickle he would cut the grain and 
gather it into sheaves. Just as the 
harvester needs his tool, his sickle, to 
bring in the grain harvest, Jesus 
apparently felt there were certain 
tools that a "people-harvester" needed 
as well. In verses 1-2 and verses 7-10 
of Matthew 10, Jesus gives instruc-
tion for the harvest worker. He told 
them to preach that God's kingdom 
was near, and he gave them the tools 
to demonstrate the nearness of the 
kingdom of God by healing and cast-
ing out demons. Because this was to 
be a short trip (my assumption), they 
were to take nothing with them, but 
trust totally in their Heavenly Father, 
preach the kingdom of God (words) 
and do Messianic works. Luke 9:6 
says they left, started preaching and 
healing everywhere. 
When I, as a pastor, send people 
out into the harvest field, it appears 
they need more than just words (for 
example, the "Four Spiritual Laws"); 
they also are in need of a source of 
power. For me, I see modeled in 
Scripture more than the well known 
concept of saying our words and 
then "leaving the results to the Holy 
Spirit." It seems there was more of a 
power encounter than just a passive 
(in the best sense of the word) trust in 
the work of the Holy Spirit for con-
version. Perhaps we need to look 
again at the tools we are taking into 
the harvest field. I have noticed that 
as Anabaptists (remember, those 
who are for baptism), that we are not 
having an overabundance of bap-
tisms. To address this issue as a 
denomination, we have embraced 
some new approaches for expanding 
the church. A theology of the king-
I believe that this model of 
"words and works" is a viable 
and biblical model for ministry 
and it needs to be explored by 
those hungry enough to take some 
risks for the sake of the kingdom. 
dom of God and of redemptive 
power through signs and wonders 
seems to me to be an embraceable 
approach as well. I believe we need 
to do some stretching at this point of 
contact with the Scriptures. 
My stretching point and assump-
tion is that Jesus has not rewritten 
his "syllabus" on the kingdom of 
God and Messianic ministry for the 
20th century, but that instead, we in 
the church have been signing up for 
the wrong classes. I believe that this 
model of "words and works" is a 
viable and biblical model for minis-
try and that it needs to be explored 
by those hungry enough to take 
some risks for the sake of the king-
dom of God. It is time for reduction-
ism to take a backseat; that is, we 
have been reducing the text of Scrip-
ture to principals, steps, and keys to 
the point that we often miss seeing 
the picture the text creates as a 
model for ministry. In fact, our 20th 
century world, experiencing power-
ful ministry as the apostles did, often 
seems absurd, frightening, or unbal-
anced. If we are "the people of God 
gathered around the Word , " we 
would do well to look to Scripture 
and explore how this biblical pattern 
became so far removed from our 
experience. 
In conclusion, the early church 
understood, I believe, that this model 
for Messianic ministry was valid and 
reproducible (Acts 4:29-31). The early 
church understood the difficulty of 
harvesting and, in their first prayer 
as laborers in the world, they prayed 
for two things: (1) confidence to 
speak the word and (2) for healing 
and signs and wonders (works). How 
can we, and why do we, settle for 
anything less? Come Holy Spirit! 
Ed Ashby pastors the Highland congrega-
tion in West Milton, Ohio. 
church with which to reap the harvest? 




Consistently throughout the New 
Testament, the proclamation of the 
kingdom of God is combined with 
its demonstration in casting out of 
demons, healing the sick, raising the 
dead, and so on. These miracles 
demonstrated the authenticity of the 
gospel, overcame people's resistance, 
and drew attention to the good news 
about Jesus Christ. The result was 
often a dramatic acceleration in the 
process of evangelism. 
This happened so frequently that 
it became a pattern: proclamation 
and demonstration. Jesus and the 
apostles preached the good news of 
the kingdom of God and they cast 
out demons, healed the sick, and 
raised the dead. The message was 
authenticated by the "signs," as the 
Apostle John calls them; and the 
signs were explained in the message. 
The kingdom of God was announced, 
and its existence visibly demonstrated 
in this two-fold pattern of evange-
lism. . . . 
It is evident f rom these repeated 
instances that Christ's supernatural 
ministry was continued in the early 
church, most notably by the apos-
tles. But, it is important to note that 
the apostles were not the only ones 
healing the sick, casting out demons 
and seeing visions. Other believers 
did , too. Stephen, Ananias, and Paul 
were not among the original twelve 
apostles, yet they also practiced 
miraculous signs (Acts 6:8; 9:17-18; 
19:11-12). The church expected signs 
Warren Hoffman is pastor of the Okla-
homa City congregation. He writes of his 
experiences in church planting in The Secret 
of the Harvest. 
and wonders. They were part of its 
daily life. 
Like the Twelve, and all of the 
early disciples, we have been given 
the commission to make disciples of 
all the peoples of the earth. We have 
been given the message: Jesus Christ 
has suffered and risen from the dead 
for the forgiveness of sins. We have 
been given the means: the empow-
erment of the Holy Spirit. And we 
have been given the method: proc-
lamation of this good news with 
accompanying signs. Just as Jesus 
did, just as the apostles and early 
disciples did, we are commissioned 
to announce and demonstrate the 
good news! 
But how do we do it? In what 
measure are these supernatural signs 
available to us today? How do we 
begin without presumptuous mis-
takes and humiliating failure and 
embar rassment? Wi thout Jesus ' 
physical presence to teach and train 
us, how do we learn to exercise his 
power in supernatural signs? 
Be filled 
The first step is to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Like the first disci-
ples, we cannot effectively evange-
lize without the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Before proceeding any further, 
we must heed Jesus' words to his 
first disciples: "wait for the gift my 
Father promised" (Acts 1:4). 
In a precise biblical sense, every 
believer receives the Holy Spirit at 
the moment of conversion. The 
apostle Paul explains that it is the 
initial action of the Holy Spirit that 
incorporates an individual into the 
body of Christ. "For we were all 
by Warren Hoffman 
baptized by one Spirit into one 
body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave 
or free—and we were all given the 
one Spirit to drink" (1 Cor. 12:13). 
John presents this understanding in 
Jesus' interchange with Nicodemus 
(John 3:3-6) and in his discourse in 
the Upper Room (John 14:16, 26; 
16:7, 13-15). 
However, while believers receive 
the Holy Spirit at the time of their 
conversion, many do not experience 
the Holy Spirit's presence in an 
appreciable way—certainly not in 
any of the vivid, observable ways 
that we read about in the book of 
Acts. With the Holy Spirit resident 
in their lives, they have the potential 
for experiencing the power of the 
Holy Spirit, yet they are not. Some-




occur at his 
initiative. Our part 
is to be aware of 
the possibility, and 
ready to respond 
to the Spirit's 
initiatives as they 
come. 
4 Evangelical Visitor 
It is at this point that the phrase 
Luke uses to describe the actions of 
the Holy Spirit is helpful: being 
baptized in the Holy Spirit. Our 
English word "baptize" is a translit-
eration of the Greek word, baptizo, 
which means to dip or immerse. It 
conveys the sense of being saturated. 
With an emphasis slightly different 
f rom that of Paul and John, Jesus, 
Peter and Luke all taught that we 
should seek to be saturated by the 
Holy Spirit with power to overcome 
sin and to be effective in witness and 
service. 
To summarize, Paul emphasizes 
the initial reception of the Holy 
Spirit in the born-again experience. 
Luke describes the ensuing interac-
tion between the individual and the 
Holy Spirit in which the Spirit's 
power is evident in his or her life. 
For some people, conversion and 
the initial filling experience of the 
Holy Spirit happen simultaneously. 
For others they happen sequentially: 
first one, then after an interval of 
time, the other. Still others never 
experience the power of the Holy 
Spirit in their lives for cleansing, 
witness, and service. What accounts 
for this difference? 
At times in the biblical account, 
this experience happened according 
to God's sovereign working, without 
any verbalized request—as with 
Cornelius and his household. At 
other times, disciples actively sought 
this experience in fervent prayer, as 
the 120 did at Pentecost (Acts 1:12-
14; 2:1). In most instances as they are 
recorded in Acts, the initial filling 
experience of the Holy Spirit came 
when someone, usually an apostle, 
laid hands on persons and prayed 
(Acts 8:14-17; 9:17; 19:6). Whatever 
the human instrumentality, the sig-
nificant point consistently seems to 
be the readiness or willingness of the 
believer. This readiness usually is 
expressed in a verbal request, often 
with prayer and the laying on of 
hands. 
When believers learn that it is pos-
sible for them to experience the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and request 
the filling of the Holy Spirit, it 
happens. They begin, often imme-
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diately, to experience the active, 
manifest presence of the Holy Spirit 
in any of the ways that are described 
in the New Testament. 
The key is to ask the Holy Spirit 
to actualize—or release—his power 
in your life. If you have been born 
again, you may be filled with the 
Spirit at any time, even now! All that 
is required is your cooperation in 
opening your heart to God, and ask-
ing the Spirit to fill you, cleanse you, 
and take control of your life. 
Listen to the Holy Spirit 
A second step to confirming signs 
is listening to the Spirit. God uses 
persons who will wait for the Spirit's 
direction, and then act on it. 
When we talk about inviting the 
Holy Spirit to control our lives, that 
is more than a figure of speech. We 
are doing just that—yielding control 
to the Holy Spirit in whatever situa-
tion we find ourselves. When the 
Spirit gives directives, we act on 
them. If he does not speak, we wait. 
It is as simple—and for action-
oriented persons, as difficult—as 
that. 
We must empty ourselves of the 
desire to control God, and instead 
allow God to control us. Our ap-
proach is not directive; it is respon-
sive. In a particular situation we may 
know what we would like God to do 
and, in our weaker moments, think 
we know what God should do. But 
the key to success in experiencing 
confirming signs is learning to yield 
control to the Holy Spirit—and to 
listen for his instructions and act on 
them. 
The authority we have is not like 
driving a car with a lot of discretion-
ary choices. It is like that of a train 
engineer, who operates a powerful 
locomotive within the limitations of 
the tracks, at the proper speeds and 
on specific schedules. 
Typically, as we drive to a home 
These striking answers 
to prayer caught 
William's attention " 
On one of our evangelistic visits 
[in Oklahoma City] we met a young 
West African woman, Adesua. As 
we talked, we learned that she and 
her boyfriend had some church back-
ground in Africa. But with the dis-
ruption of living in a new country 
and culture, they had drifted away 
from active church involvement. Now 
a staggering number of obstacles 
and circumstances kept them from 
attending church. 
One was obvious. Adesua was 
expecting a baby any time. William, 
her boyfriend, was rarely at home, 
she said, because he was working 
two full-time jobs. Adesua had no 
way to get to the hospital if her labor 
would begin when he wasn't at home. 
Immediately, our ladies went into 
action. Several provided items for 
the baby and nursery. One woman 
drove Adesua to doctor's appoint-
ments and to the grocery store. 
Twice she took Adesua to the hospi-
tal because of false labor pains. She 
also brought her to our informal 
prayer fellowship on Sunday eve-
nings. 
In one of these meetings we asked 
Adesua if she had any prayer requests, 
and she replied, "Pray that the baby 
will come." We gathered around her 
and prayed. One person prayed that 
the baby would come soon. Another 
prayed that the baby would be strong 
and healthy. As we prayed, several 
sharply specific prayer concerns came 
to Wayne, one of the men in our 
group. He hesitated because they 
seemed so daring. The likelihood of 
their being answered under any con-
ceivable combination of normal cir-
cumstances seemed remote. But he 
overruled his cautions and prayed 
that William would be home when 
Adesua's labor pains began, that he 
would be able to take her to the 
hospital, and that he would be with 
her during the delivery of their child. 
Two days later Adesua's labor 
pains began—just before William 
was scheduled to work. He took her 
to the hospital and went on to work. 
By the time he finished his eight hour 
shift, Adesua was in the final stage of 
labor. He arrived back at the hospi-
tal just in time to be with her for the 
birth of a strong, healthy son. 
Up to this point we had not met 
William. Our only contact had been 
with Adesua. But these striking 
answers to prayer caught William's 
attention. Shortly after the baby's 
birth, he was available for us to visit 
for the first time. He noted that the 
baby had arrived within days of our 
prayer, and that his son was strong 
and healthy. He observed that he 
had been able to take Adesua to the 
hospital and, incredibly, that he had 
been present at the delivery. Then he 
commented, with some awe, "You 
people sure have power." 
By the New Testament standards, 
this was a modest manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit's power. But for Wil-
liam, it was an arresting display of 
the power of God on his behalf. It 
moved him into relationship with us 
and, within a few weeks, into partic-
ipation in the life of our church. 
Excerptedfrom The Secret of the Harvest: 




for an evangelistic visit, we pray for 
the Spirit to grant us signs and 
wonders. Then as we continue in 
prayer, we quiet our spirits with ado-
ration and praise. Our aim is to 
break through the jangle and tumult 
of our own thoughts to a sense of 
settled peace in which we are quiet 
before the Lord. When our minds 
are clear and our spirit calm, we are 
ready to listen to the Holy Spirit. 
Often, the Spirit's directives come 
as mental impressions, no different 
from ordinary thoughts. Sometimes 
the Spirit speaks to us with an inner 
word that we hear somewhere in our 
spirits. 
Some people experience a mental 
picture—a sort of seeing in their 
minds. At times persons feel physical 
sensations similar to those of the 
physical ailment they are being di-
rected to pray for. Commonly, we 
refer to these as "inspirations," "im-
pressions," "promptings," or "lead-
ings" of the Spirit. Whether the 
Spirit communicates with us empha-
tically or faintly, our responsibility is 
to quiet our minds and spirits, and 
then to listen for the Spirit's di-
rectives. . . . 
Act on the Spirit's directives 
The final step is to act on the 
directives we receive f rom the Holy 
Spirit. Often, our obedience in this 
involves risk! 
Until we become familiar with the 
Spirit's communications, we often 
anticipate strong and unmistakable 
directives, accompanied by some 
physical sensations, in a circumstance 
where someone is visibly under con-
viction by the Holy Spirit. We assume 
that a supernatural occurrence should 
feel . . . supernatural! When we do 
not sense anything out of the ordi-
nary, we conclude that the Holy 
Spirit is not prompting and directing 
us. 
Unfortunately, when we operate 
by this assumption, we often miss 
the gentle interplay between the Holy 
Spirit and our own natural minds, 
emotions, wills, and bodies. We want 
some confirming "razzle dazzle." But 
as a general rule, the Holy Spirit 
works quietly with a minimum— 
rather than a maximum—of display. 
January 1989 
For many of us 
who are practiced 
in prayer, and 
anticipate good and 
often obvious 
results, the expecta-
tions of signs and 
wonders may only 
be a difference in 
words and degree. 
Sometimes the Spirit will provide 
indicators that a supernatural "hap-
pening" is in progress. But generally 
his directives come to us so gentle 
and quietly that we are hesitant to 
attribute a particular thought or 
impression to the Holy Spirit. 
Our relationship with the Holy 
Spirit in this respect is no different 
f rom a developing relationship with 
another human being. In the early 
stages of a relationship we may want 
to please someone, but do not know 
how. Yet as we talk and do things 
together our understanding grows; 
we get to know what the other 
wants. As a result, we can speak and 
act in ways that will please our 
friend. 
As our knowledge of what the 
Lord wants grows from the Bible 
reading we have done, the teaching 
we have heard, the counsel we have 
gotten, and our own developing 
sense of spiritual propriety, we can 
stay "in the ballpark" in considering 
whether a particular directive is from 
the Spirit. 
If it is in accord with biblical truth 
and precedent, then we can "fine 
tune" our sensitivity to the Holy 
Spirit by trial and error. We press 
ahead on the probability that this 
"leading" is f rom the Holy Spirit. 
And we learn as we go. . . . 
For many of us who are practiced 
in prayer, and anticipate good and 
often obvious results, the expecta-
tion of signs and wonders may only 
be a difference in words and in 
degree. Initially, we may only think 
of ourselves as "offering to pray" in 
the course of evangelistic contacts, 
and then discover later that the 
answers to these prayers have im-
pressed unsaved persons. 
In our evangelistic visits, we usu-
ally ask whether we may pray for the 
person before we leave. In earlier 
conversation the person may have 
shared a personal need. Or, as the 
person talked about his or her life 
and activities, we may have discerned 
unspoken needs. Thoughts may come 
to us while we are praying. When we 
have been praying for the Spirit to 
act in power and have taken time to 
attune ourselves to the Spirit in wor-
shipful prayer, we generally pray "as 
the Spirit gives us utterance." We 
trust the Spirit to be working in the 
midst of the flow of prayer as it 
comes spontaneously to our minds, 
and we articulate this in speech. 
There may be some immediate 
indication of the Spirit's activity— 
perhaps expressed in tears, an espe-
cially warm farewell, or even an ac-
knowledgement of particular help 
received. Or there may be no indica-
tion at the time that anything at all 
has happened. 
Either way, we leave the results to 
the Lord. Supernatural signs are 
God's prerogative, and occur at his 
initiative. Our part is simply to be 
aware of the possibility, and ready to 
respond to the Spirit's initiatives as 
they come. We cannot know how 
the Spirit is dealing with a given 
person—and ultimately, that is not 
our concern. Our part is to be ready 
to cooperate with the Spirit in any 
way, including signs and wonders; 
and to leave the result to him. • 
Excerptedfrom chapterfive of The Secret 
of the Harvest: Mobilizing for Team Evange-
lism, by Warren Hoffman (Nappanee, Ind.: 
Evangel Press, 1988). 
7 
hat is the role of 
signs and wonders? 
During my time as a missionary in 
Zaire I was astounded by nonra-
tional phenomena encountered in a 
village home prayer meeting. People 
shrieked, moaned , and growled. 
Bodies shook so violently that heads 
were a blur. Frequently people fainted 
or had visions. 
My theology gave me no frame of 
reference for such happenings. These 
were devoted Christians. Their tribal 
grouping has a history of revivalism. 
They were convinced such things 
came from the Holy Spirit. 
This experience became part of 
my lifelong interest in spiritual re-
newal movements. I have visited 
North American religious gatherings 
where signs and wonders were the 
focal point of interest. A recent 
graduate study program provided 
me the occasion to research the sub-
ject and to write my thesis on it. 
While this study did not give me all 
the answers, it served to broaden my 
knowledge and to help sort out my 
perceptions of such phenomena. 
What is the role of signs and 
wonders in the Christian faith? In 
my own faith pilgrimage I have 
arrived at the following conclusions: 
Signs and wonders have been part 
of every great revival movement in 
history. Anabaptists and Hugenots 
in the 16th and 17th centuries spoke 
in tongues, fainted, had visions, and 
made prophetic utterances. The New 
England revival of 1734-35 under 
Jonathan Edwards produced trem-
blings, shriekings, convulsions, and 
faintings. Such things were common 
in the ministry of John Wesley, as 
recorded in his journal. C. G. Fin-
Levi Keidel served in Zaire for 27 years, 
and is now instructor of missions at Colum-
bia Bible College, Clearbrook, B. C. 
ney's early revivals produced faint-
ings and prostrations. 
Seeking signs and wonders as an 
end in themselves has always proved 
counterproductive. Jonathan Ed-
wards came to discountenance them. 
He saw they had become the source 
of spiritual pride and self-confidence 
which provoked God. John Wesley 
later came to see that signs and 
wonders pushed many of his follow-
ers to extravagance, "bringing the 
real work into contempt." C. G. 
Finney came to denounce the out-
break of emotional manifestations, 
saying that the great body of his ear-
lier converts had become "a disgrace 
to religion." History intones a con-
sistent somber note of warning to 
any Christian movement that gives 
priority to nonrational phenomena. 
Signs and wonders in themselves 
are no proof of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. It appears they may 
spring from one of three sources: 
1. Signs and wonders may be the 
work of the Holy Spirit. The Apostle 
Paul states that gifts of a spectacular 
nature are distributed among the 
saints for the purpose of ministry 
one to another (1 Cor. 12:8-11, 14-
20). God has granted such powers to 
his people today to witness that his 
kingdom has broken into history 
and is presently overthrowing the 
rule of Satan among us (Matt. 12:28; 
Mark 16:17-19). One must be ex-
tremely cautious to not blaspheme 
the Spirit by saying such works can-
not come from him (Matt. 12:31-32). 
2. Notwithstanding, signs and 
wonders may have their source in 
the demonic realm. Satan has power 
to counterfe i t any supernatura l 
phenomena in the physiological realm 
(Matt. 7:21-23; 24:24; 2 Cor. 11:14; 2 
Thess. 2:9). Shamans of major non-
by Levi Keidel 
Christian religions and witch doc-
tors of animism methodically repro-
duce all of the phenomena under our 
consideration: tongues, healings, 
shakings, faintings, visions, and so 
on. Much of what they do clearly has 
its source in demonic power. 
3. Strange phenomena may have 
their source in the human psyche 
itself. Psychiatrist Carl G. Jung ex-
panded our understanding of how 
elements of supernatural force may 
impact upon our subconscious realm 
and produce an unpredicted physio-
logical response. William Sargant 
has shown how strongly-excited emo-
tions affect the functioning of the 
brain and are consequently reflected 
in bodily responses. David J. du 
Plessis, noted spokesman for the 
neo-charismatic movement, wrote 
in a similar vein in The Spirit Bade 
Me Go: 
I consider it heresy to speak 
of shaking, trembling, falling, 
dancing, clapping, shouting, 
and such actions as manifesta-
tions of the Holy Spirit. These 
are purely human reactions to 
the power of the Holy Spirit 
andfrequently hinder more than 
help to bring forth genuine 
manifestations. 
In summary, such phenomena may 
be a purely physiological reaction to 
what the human subconscious per-
ceives to be an encounter with the 
divine. 
What should we do 
with signs and wonders? 
If such is the nature of signs and 
wonders, how then should we view 
such non-rational phenomena? 
First, I believe we must be open to 
their happening. Living for 27 years 
in Zaire convinced me that through 
the course of history, powerful philo-
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sophical forces have worked to de-
sensitize us in the West to activity in 
the spirit realm. Add to this climate 
denominational traditionalism, and 
people become even more unbend-
ing in these matters. When on the 
local church scene non-rational gifts 
erupt against this mental backdrop, 
premature reaction can provoke fac-
tionalism. 
Meanwhile, on the world scene, 
the occurrence of signs and wonders 
is increasingly seen as normative. 
North American missionaries work-
ing overseas number about 60,000. 
According to statistician David Bar-
rett, present trends indicate that by 
the year 2020, the world's missionary 
force will number 250,000, 45 per-
cent of whom will be charismatics. 
God is moving toward that end-time 
point of reconciling all things to 
himself through Christ (Col. 1:20). If 
mobilizing a broader range of the 
Holy Spirit's gifts is a part of God's 
strategy toward reaching that end, 
we had best adjust our perceptions 
accordingly. 
Secondly, we must test the signs 
and wonders. How can one distin-
guish those which are authentic from 
those which are fraudulent? 
Over the long term, a 
gift of the Holy Spirit 
will produce spiritual 
growth, the healing 
and integration of the 
personality, and the 
bonding and maturing 
of the community 
of saints. 
Apart f rom the special gift of dis-
cernment, the difference may not 
immediately be distinguishable. Jesus 
said that counterfeiters will eventu-
ally be exposed by their fruits (Matt. 
7:15-20). Our measuring stick must 
be the fruits, either of the persons 
practicing signs and wonders, or of 
the signs and wonders themselves. 
The fruit of the Holy Spirit is clearly 
defined in Galatians 5:22-23: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. These Satan cannot con-
sistently imitate. 
A gift should not be used for 
prideful exhibitionism, for self-ag-
grandizement, or for sensual gratifi-
cation. It should never in itself pro-
duce exclusivism or factionalism. It 
should never be sought for what is 
inherent in itself. Over the long term, 
a gift of the Holy Spirit will produce 
spiritual growth, the healing and 
integration of the personality, and 
the bonding and maturing of the 
community of saints (Eph. 4:11-16). 
Finally, we must be prepared to 
affirm them. When over a period of 
time it is clear that a given "wonder" 
is having a positive impact on behav-
ior, we must affirm it as having its 
origin in the Holy Spirit, and we 
should praise God that his grace in 
this unusual form is being mani-
fested among us. 
Theologian John White put it well 
in an address he delivered last year: 
"God does not get a kick out of our 
performing little miracles. It is his 
desire that we know him. He wants 
to open the veil to allow us to see 
enough of him to effect change in us. 
Manifestations are useless unless they 
give us power to serve him better, 
and reveal to us the glory of knowing 
him." • 
Revival in the church 
NAE convention theme 
Keying on the convention theme, 
"Revive Your Church, O Lord,"evening 
plenary speakers Paul A. Cedar, David 
A. Seamands, and Oswald Hoffman 
will address the priority, purity, and 
purpose of the church as the National 
Association of Evangelicals holds its 
47th annual convention March 7-9,1989, 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Colum-
bus, Ohio. 
Jay Kesler, president of Taylor Uni-
versity, will be featured at the opening-
day leadership session. He will examine 
issues evangelicals face as the church 
enters the 1990s. 
Tuesday evening speaker Cedar, senior 
pastor of Lake Avenue Congregational 
Church in Pasadena, Calif., will high-
light the priority role God has given to 
the church. On Wednesday night, Sea-
mands, best-selling author and profes-
sor of pastoral ministry at Asbury Theo-
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logical Seminary, will confront conven-
tion attendees with their responsibility 
to be "a holy priesthood, a chosen peo-
ple, a royal priesthood and a holy 
nation." 
Hoffman, who has served as the voice 
of "The Lutheran Hour" since 1955, will 
deliver the closing banquet message. He 
will challenge evangelicals to new levels 
of evangelistic endeavor as he explores 
current-day opportunities to "declare 
the praises of God." 
The biblical keynote sessions will 
stress a call to spiritual renewal by 
David R. Mains, director of "The Chapel 
of the Air." 
Additional well-known speakers at 
the convention's luncheons and work-
shops include John Perkins, Lloyd John 
Ogilvie, Carl F. H. Henry, Evelyn Chris-
tenson, Paul B. Smith, Jose Reyes, 
Donald M. Joy and Andy Miller. 
A special Thursday afternoon Open 
Forum will address the current AIDS 
epidemic. Lon Solomon, pastor of 
McLean Bible Church in McLean, Va., 
will share some of the steps his church 
has taken to face the AIDS crisis; and 
Jeffrey A. Collins, executive director of 
Love & Action, will relate his experi-
ences in ministering to individuals with 
AIDS. 
Other highlights: music by soprano 
soloist Diane Susek, songleader Steve 
Musto, the Emmanuel College Singers 
and the Ashland Theological Seminary 
Chapel Choir; more than 100 exhibits of 
the latest in evangelical publications, 
supplies, teaching aids and equipment at 
the convention's Resource Center; and 
30 practical workshops and 10 luncheons 
sponsored by NAE's subsidiary, affil-
iates and commissions. 
In their remarks to the convention-
eers, NAE President John H. White and 
Executive Director Billy A. Melvin will 
review the year's significant events and 
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In 1 Corinthians 12:14 and 27, St. 
Paul teaches us this: "For the body is 
not one member, but many . . . . 
Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
members in particular" (KJV). 
Each member of our churches, 
each of us, is part of the "many, "and 
each of us is a particular member of 
the body of Christ, with talents and 
abilities that God can use. How can 
we contribute to the growth of the 
body, using our own particular tal-
ents? What sort of resources does the 
church have to serve both itself and 
the community at large? 
One of the ways that those of us 
concerned with church planting and 
church growth can both encourage 
and participate in the strengthening 
of that body, is through understand-
ing some basic principles of unity in 
the church, and, very practically, 
through Christ-centered seminars. 
There are a couple of things which 
bind the Church into a single body, 
made up of particular members. 
First, and foremost in our minds, 
must be the focus of our ministries. 
That is, Christ must guide and inform 
all that we do on his behalf in the 
church. Bookstore shelves are filled 
with self-help books; we have in our 
possession the Helper himself, the 
This is one of a series of articles on church 
planting written by Coe Neil Cabe at the 
request of the Brethren in Christ Board for 
Evangelism and Church Planting. 
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Holy Spirit, who speaks to us through 
the Holy Scriptures. Anyone can 
read a book on stress, for example; 
let our churches teach us Christian 
approaches to stress management. 
On Death And Dying by Elizabeth 
Kubler-Ross is a fine book, but it 
misses the Christian approach and 
the Christian understanding of life 
after death and the grief process. 
Where better to learn that than in 
our churches? 
The first element of unity is Christ 
himself. The second has more to do 
with who we are as human beings. 
Churches tend toward homoge-
neity. That is, birds of a feather flock 
together on Sunday morning just as 
they do at most other times. Within 
socio-cultural boundaries, we tend 
to gravitate toward persons like our-
selves. Still, we are particular mem-
bers; each of us is an individual. 
When we recognize the homogene-
ous nature of our congregations, we 
may structure our ministries to suit 
the needs of the members we serve. 
Who are we? What is our back-
ground—socially, culturally, finan-
cially, and spiritually? These ques-
tions must be answered in order to 
bind us more closely together. 
Christ-centered. Homogeneous. 
Here is a third element to recognize 
in binding our congregations together 
as one body. Some psychologists 
have proposed that aggressiveness is 
the key to human activity. I believe 
one key to human interaction, per-
haps particularly in the '80s, is inclu-
sion. More than ever before, each of 
us needs to be included, and many of 
us will go to great lengths to satisfy 
that need. Part of the whole drug 
culture is based on the need of indi-
viduals to be included in a group, no 
matter how sick. Also cults, which 
are becoming a terribly prevalent 
part of 20th century society, are at 
their basis a closely knit unit of per-
sons around a cause or an individ-
ual. That is, in both cases, persons 
are included deeply in the group. 
We must make our churches the 
place where persons may feel in-
cluded. How? Sunday school, Bible 
study, prayer groups, sewing auxil-
iaries, youth groups, prayer concerts, 
and more. Also, simple things like 
folding the bulletins each week, help-
ing to usher, lighting candles, clean-
ing altar cloths, and doing flower 
arrangements will go a long way 
toward making particular individu-
als feel a part of our churches, in 
non-threatening and visible ways. 
Each of these elements leads to a 
sense of ownership—that is, not 
owning property, but being an inte-
gral, however small, part of the body 
of Christ himself. The importance of 
inclusion and ownership cannot be 
overstated. 
Ownership, inclusion, homogenei-
ty, focus, and cohesiveness. All are 
part of the body; but particular 
members. Is there anything we can 
do to foster these in our churches? 
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Let me make a suggestion: try a 
seminar. 
In January of 1987, we put on the 
first Peace Chapel Seminar. "An 
Approach to Christian Relation-
ships" was attended by 24 persons, 
three of whom were new to our fel-
lowship as a result of the seminar. I 
put together Scripture and other 
practical psychological and social 
information on the topic in a pack-
age, and we charged $25.00 per cou-
ple or $12.50 per person as a fee. 
With the fees, we rented a small 
meeting room at a local motel and 
one extra room. We paid three of 
our teenagers to baby-sit in the spare 
room, so parents were free of chil-
dren, and had the motel arrange a 
buffet continental breakfast and a 
light luncheon beside the pool. The 
seminar ran in two sessions, one 
morning, and one afternoon, with 
lunch and swim time in between. 
After lunch, parents played with 
their children, who were taken after-
ward to their own room with the 
teens. 
Yes, it required some planning. It 
also required some people! One 
handled registrations and money, 
another arranged the menu, some 
helped with the chi ldren, some 
brought toys for them, some helped 
with materials (copying, pencils and 
paper, etc.). 
Almost everyone had a hand in 
preparing and presenting the pro-
gram. They felt involved in new 
ways and a part of both the event 
and the church. They were included, 
we all felt closer to each other after 
sharing in the seminar (cohesive-
ness), Christ was lifted up in the pro-
gram, and in brand new ways we all 
felt a part of the effort (ownership). 
Can you do the same? Of course 
you can! Use the church basement 
and the kitchen and nursery, and put 
on a seminar! Use the persons already 
in y o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n who are 
"specialists"! 
Any bank will help with a person 
to present finance; your accountant 
can offer help with taxes; a home 
economics teacher could do a beau-
tiful job on etiquette or cooking; 
(perhaps for men!); one who works 
in a department store could easily do 
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a presentation on fashion and dress. 
Or do a combination of these! 
The local farm bureau can help 
with resource persons in agriculture 
and farming, and you probably have 
a member now who could present it. 
Your local mental health facility will 
gladly give you information and 
resource persons in that field. The 
high school is full of experts, and 
some of them go to your church! 
Call the Board for Congregational 
Life, and check on their programs. 
Your conference G R A D E developer 
will be glad to come to your church, 
and The Jacob Engle Foundation 
will be delighted to help with planned 
giving and wills (Call Phil Keefer). 
I have done seminars for our 
church on Stress, Death and Dying, 
and Conquering Loneliness. If you 
would like a copy of the booklets I 
prepared for us, drop me a note 
(P.O. Box 7, Ravenna, OH 44266) 
and I'll be happy to send them to 
you. Pull the staples, and copy them! 
Include a couple of dollars for pos-
tage, if you can. 
We are one body; we are also par-
ticular members. As a local church, 
new or existing, we are homogenous 
already. Seminars can help to build 
inclusion, ownership, and cohesive-
ness in our congregations, and Christ 
will be glorified by our efforts. • 
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process and schedule reviewed 
A number of persons have expressed 
interest in making more visible the pro-
cess our church uses in selecting bishops. 
As many readers know, the Brethren in 
Christ will be electing a new Board of 
Bishops at the 1990 General Conference. 
Some Background 
In the Brethren in Christ Church, 
bishops serve six year terms, without 
limitation of number of terms. (Gener-
ally, two consecutive terms served in any 
one regional conference is considered 
maximum.) The Bishops' Nominating 
Committee, which is created every six 
years, has the assignment of bringing to 
General Conference for election one 
nominee for bishop for each regional 
conference. 
The Bishops' Nominating Committee 
is composed of delegates elected by each 
regional conference (from two to seven, 
depending on the size of the conference), 
MCC Openings 
Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) announces three admin-
istrative openings at its Akron, 
Pa., headquarters: 
• Area Secretary for South Asia/ 
Middle East. Provides admini-
strative responsibility for MCC 
programs in India, Nepal, Ban-
gladesh, Lebanon, Egypt, and 
West Bank. 
• Secretary for Personnel Re-
sources. Provides general over-
sight of the Personnel Depart-
ment and related Personnel 
functions. 
• Director of Personnel Develop-
ment. Provides services for the 
growth and development of 
Personnel, especially for head-
quarters staff and program 
leadership people. 
Contact: John A. Lapp, MCC 
Executive Secretary, Box M, 
Akron, PA 17501; (717) 859-1151. 
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together with the regional representa-
tives to the Board of Administration. 
Also on the committee are the General 
Secretary, the Assistant Moderator, and 
the General Treasurer. 
The nominating process actually be-
gan in late fall of 1987, as the General 
Secretary sought counsel from the Board 
of Administration Executive Commit-
tee on a plan for selecting the regional 
conference delegates to the Bishops' 
Nominating Committee. The following 
guidelines were developed for use by the 
various regional conferences: 
(a) Give attention to selecting per-
sons who are not so new to the 
church that they aren't familiar 
with church policy and names of 
candidates [for bishop]. 
(b) They need to be persons of good 
reputation, filled with the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom. 
(c) Attempt to discern if there are 
some balances in selection of nom-
inees [of delegates to the Nomi-
nating Committee] in terms of 
clergy/ laity, gender, age, and geo-
graphical considerations. 
(d) The person should have some 
knowledge of a given regional 
conference and be respected by 
the constituency. 
The nominating committee 
In early 1988, the regional confer-
ences named their delegates to the 
Bishops' Nominating Committee. You 
are welcome to contact any of the com-
mittee members listed below and share 
your prayer concerns and any kind of 
input that you feel would be helpful 
(including the names of persons you 
would suggest be considered for the 
office of bishop): 
Board of Administration officers and 
regional representatives: R. Donald Sha-
fer (General Secretary), Robert Ives 
(Assistant Moderator), Harold Chubb 
(General Treasurer), John A. Brubaker, 
John R. Sider, Henry Chafin, Henry 
Landis, Maynard Book. 
Allegheny Conference: A. Graybill 
Brubaker, Kenneth O. Hoke, Paul Hos-
tetler, Richard Lehman, Elbert Smith, 
Carol Thrush, Roger Witter. 
Atlantic Conference: Mary Ebersole, 
Harold H. Engle, Ethan Gramm, J. 
Stuart Kelly, Lois Jean Peterman, 
Eugene Wingert. 
Canadian Conference. Mary Fretz, 
Craig Sider, John Zuck. 
Central Conference: Fern Heisey, 
Larry R. Steffee. 
Midwest Conference: Chris Frey, 
Marion Heisey 
Pacific Conference: Curtis Byer, Les-
lie Guengerich. 
The process 
In its first meeting, at the July 1988 
General Conference, the Bishops' Nom-
inating Committee elected an executive 
committee and began the process of 
prayerfully searching for nominees for 
the office of bishop. Each member of the 
committee has been asked to submit five 
names of potential bishop candidates 
who could serve in any regional area. 
During the fall and winter, the Gen-
eral Secretary met or will meet with each 
regional conference's administrative 
board and the conference's delegates to 
the Bishops' Nominating Committee. 
In the spring, the General Secretary 
will meet with the executive committee 
to develop a list of the candidates which 
have been suggested, as well as building 
the agenda for the May meeting of the 
full committee. 
During March and April of 1989, 
regional conferences will be asked to 
give expressions on incumbent bishops, 
as well as praying for the nominating 
process. 
At the second meeting of the Bishops' 
Nominating Committee in May 1989, 
the committee expects to have resumes 
of approximately 24 persons to con-
sider, and hopes to reduce that list of 
names to the eight needed for the 1990-
1996 term, plus alternates. After the 
nominees have had time to consider 
prayerfully the invitation, and when the 
entire slate is finally comprised, it will be 
shared in the Evangelical Visitor prior to 
the formal election and consecration of 
bishops at the 1990 General Conference. 
We certainly request prayer through-
out this process, and welcome any com-
ments and suggestions as we seek to 
discern the will of the Lord for these 
leadership positions in the Brethren in 
Christ Church. • 
Don Shafer is general secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ Church and lives in 
Upland, Calif. 
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THE JACOB ENGLE FOUNDATION SERIES 
The 
Church Loan Fund 
by Peter H. von Keyserling 
Late one evening the peace and quiet 
was interrupted again by the strident, 
insistent ring of a telephone. The voice 
at the other end did not take time to 
identify herself. The tone was angry, 
hurt, and not a little frightened. "We are 
supposed to be closing on our new home 
in two days! You haven't sent the 
money!" 
It was a pastor's wife calling because 
she was sure that the day after tomorrow 
she would be living on the sidewalk with 
her baby and two little children because 
they would be unable to move into their 
new home. This is a very real and nor-
mal concern. (It is particularly irritating 
and frightening when you have not 
experienced a major move, with the 
necessary precision of scheduling all the 
events in a seemingly impossible time 
frame.) I understand it because I have 
done it some 12 or 14 times. Let me 
assure you that it is more difficult than it 
was in the past. 
The Church Loan Fund, as it was 
originally known, was started to provide 
loan funds to churches for their build-
ings, including parsonages for pastors. 
Most established church groups sought 
to provide a parsonage as part of the 
church responsibility. In recent times 
pastors have been encouraged to own 
their own homes as a means of building 
equity for retirement. As long as home 
values continue to rise, this is a good 
practice. An alternative consideration 
would be to have the church contribute 
3 percent of the average home value in 
the area into a savings account each year 
This is the first of a series of five articles 
submitted by the Jacob Engle Foundation. 
The second article will be "Double Duty 
Investments." The author is the executive 
director of the Foundation. 
for a pastor living in its parsonage. This 
would assist pastors in building an 
equity account toward the purchase of a 
home when a parsonage is not available. 
It is unfortunate that churches and 
pastors have earned a reputation with 
lending institutions as poor risks. This is 
partly due to a minority of churches and 
pastors who have not been responsible 
to their indebtedness. This behavior has 
tarnished what should be an example to 
the world of responsible stewardship. 
The second aspect which makes many 
lending institutions reluctant to make 
loans to pastors and churches is the 
foreclosure possibilities (or impossibili-
ties). It is a very unpopular move for a 
local lending institution to foreclose on 
a church in its community, or on a pas-
tor's home. Most lending institutions 
would rather avoid the possibility of 
being placed in an awkard public move. 
An additional consideration for a church 
loan is the foreclosure value. Most 
churches are single use structures that 
are physically difficult to convert to 
other uses. Many business owners feel 
that business suffers when they take 
over a structure that was formerly a 
church building. These factors generally 
make a church building have a lower 
market value than the investment to 
build the structure. In some more ex-
treme cases, the property the church 
building is located on can be sold for 
more money if the church building is 
first removed. On the other extreme, 
there are locations where property values 
are rising rapidly enough to offset the 
negative aspect described above. Spend-
ing the time to assess the economic 
growth of an area and examine a fore-
cast of future property values is always a 
good investment in time and effort. 
High realizable future value will provide 
greater flexibility to the growth of the 
church body. 
The Church Loan Fund was formed 
to cope with these difficulties. It can be 
estimated that over 50 percent of the 
church loans made through Church 
Loan Fund could not have been made 
through commercial lending institutions. 
The growth of the brotherhood would 
have been slowed considerably. Many 
pastors would not have adequate hous-
ing and a number of thriving new 
churches would never have been started. 
Therefore when you, the brotherhood, 
W O R L D D A Y O F P R A Y E R 
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started the Church Loan Fund, you did 
a good thing for the kingdom work. 
Decisions were made during the early 
1970s to consolidate various conference 
loan fund activities to form the Jacob 
Engle Foundation. The Jacob Engle 
Foundation has administered the church 
loan funds ever since. Very few loans 
have been turned down and some think 
more should have been refused over the 
years. That is always a judgment call. 
The approval cycle for a loan to either 
a church or a pastor (or full-time church 
worker) follows this procedure: 
1. An application is requested from the 
Jacob Engle Foundation office. 
2. It is filled out and signed by the au-
thorized member of the church board 
for a church loan or the individual for 
a pastor's home. 
3. The original is sent to the regional 
bishop and a copy is forwarded to the 
Jacob Engle Foundation loan officer. 
4. The bishop reviews the application 
and may discuss it with the pastor 
and/or the church board. 
5. It is reviewed by the regional confer-
ence finance committee. 
6. Assuming the bishop and the finance 
committee recommend the loan, the 
original application is forwarded to 
the Jacob Engle Foundation loan 
officer. 
7. The final completed application and 
supporting documents are then re-
viewed by the executive committee or 
the full board of the Jacob Engle 
Foundation and are approved, re-




121st ANNUAL CONVENTION 
APRIL 18-20, 1989 
Conformed to the Image 
of Mis Son 
- t o TO 
Great Inspiration! 
Rally, Plenary, 
and Luncheon Speakers: 
Dr. Earl Lee 
Rev. John Moran 
Dr. Jerald Johnson 
Dr. Theodore Williams 
Dr. James Earl Massey 
Rev. Josef Tson 
Women's Speaker 
LI. Col. Henry Gariepy 
Excellent Seminar 
Speakers: 
Rev. Phil Riley 
Mrs. Rose Oliphant 
Dr. Dennis Kinlaw 
Dr. Paul Bassetl 
Dr. Theodore Williams 
Mr Howard Green 
Mrs. Holly Wagner Green 
Dr. Luke L. Keeler. Jr. 
Mrs. Barbara Mull 
Superb Music! 
Salvation Army Band 
Olivetians 
Dimensions in Brass 
Anderson University Ensemble 
Super Location! 
Adam's Mark Hotel 
of Indianapolis 
Near the Airport 
2544 Executive Drive 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46241 
(317) 248-2481 
Wonderful Fellowship! 
Supporting organizations include 20 holiness denominations, colleges, 
seminaries, and organizations. 
Program Directed by 
Dr. William Coker, Sr. 
For More Information Contact: 
Christian Holiness Association 
P.O. Box 100, Wilmore, KY 40390 
Or Phone: (606) 858-4091 
HftEiHPEi h 
Rev Moran Dr Williams Dr. Tson Lt. Col. Gariepy Dr. Johnson 
The two items of concern are: (1) the 
ability of the church individual to repay 
the loan in an orderly fashion. (2) to try 
to insure adequate value to cover the 
loan should repayment become unwork-
able. In cases where positive answers to 
these questions are uncertain, the re-
gional conferences may elect to guaran-
tee the repayment of the loan if normal 
repayment becomes unworkable. There 
have been a few instances in the church 
history where the regional conference 
has stepped in to assist those in difficult 
circumstances. The Jacob Engle Foun-
dation commits energy and thought to 
helping troubled loans with financial 
planning and financial alternatives. 
The Foundation loaned out all the 
available church loan funds during 1988. 
I have estimated that if the current 
expansion pace continues, an additional 
five million dollars in church loan funds 
will be required if the Foundation is to 
be able to fill all the church and pastoral 
requests during 1989. A $500 gift to the 
Foundation from 5000 individuals and 
families will put the Foundation in a 
position to meet the 1989 requests. If 
one can only afford to lend the funds to 
the Foundation for a certain number of 
years, arrangements can be made to 
accommodate that desire as well. Please 
call either the west coast office at 714-
985-8200 or the east coast office at 717-
697-2634 for information as to how you 
can help our church to grow. You may 
call me at any time if you would like 
personal assistance. 
Our brotherhood has grown because 
we have believed in God's help and put 
our shoulders to the task. We have pro-
fessed our faith openly and claimed a 
rich reward in heaven through our faith-
ful service to our King. We have risen to 
the task many times in the past. Begin-
ning our mission program reflected this 
commitment to the task. We are being 
called to rise again, to put our energies 
and resources to the building of his 
kingdom! God bless each and every one 
of you as you do your part! 
Oh yes, I must complete the story we 
began with. The young pastor and his 
wife did not have to move their small 
family to sidewalk accommodations. 
Their mortgage money was delivered 
the next day in time for them to obtain 
their new home. We are continually 
improving the system and procedures 
for tracking loan applications during the 
review process. Cliffhangers and last 
minute actions should always be avoided 
in these situations. • 
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Three youth receive 
music scholarships 
The Board for Congregational Life is 
pleased to announce the recipients of 
this year's "Scholarships for the Young 
Church Musicians." Tammy Hamblin 
(Amherst, Oh.), Sonia Myer(Manheim, 
Pa.), and Mark Thornton (Riverside 
Chapel, Ont.) have been selected to 
receive a $200 music scholarship to be 
used for private music lessons. 
Mark Thornton, 19, is presently attend-
ing Emmanuel Bible College. He plans 
to use his scholarship to pursue his mus-
ical skills on the organ. He presently 
serves as church organist at Riverside 
Chapel and has various opportunities to 
perform instrumentally and vocally in 
his church. One of Mark's goals in music 
is to develop his gift of music to its 
greatest potential for use in future Chris-
tian ministry. 
Sonia Myer, 14, is actively involved in 
the music program of the Manheim 
congregation, both vocally and instru-
mentally. She plans to use her scholar-
ship to continue trumpet and voice les-
sons, along with attending a music camp 
next summer. Sonia hopes to someday 
become a music teacher and direct a 
choir in her church. 
Tammy Hamblin, 19, is presently 
attending Messiah College and plans to 
use her scholarship to continue voice 
lessons. She has been an active partici-
pant in the church choir of the Amherst 
congregation and has performed vocal 
solos on many occasions. After complet-
ing her college degree, Tammy plans to 
be an elementary music teacher as well 
as teach private voice lessons. 
These music scholarships are given 
yearly to young church musicians who 
are presently studying music, are partic-
ipating in the music program of their 
church, and are exhibiting potential for 
assuming responsibility in the area of 
church music. This year 31 young peo-
ple from 29 different congregations ap-
plied for these music scholarships. These 
young church musicians, ages 13-19, 
varied in their musical experience from 
1-12 years of private music lessons. They 
have been involved with music, both 
vocally and instrumentally, in such areas 
as piano, organ, percussion, flute, trom-
bone, violin, trumpet, harp, and numer-
ous other performing areas of music. 
The Board for Congregational Life is 
pleased to be able to offer these music 
scholarships to our young people as they 
continue to pursue the musical gifts the 
Lord has given them. Look for scholar-
ship applications again next summer. 
You, too, may be selected for receiving 
one of the several scholarships offered 
next year, which are sponsored by the 
Board for Congregational Life through 




September 1988 began a new era for 
Timber Bay Children's Home. At the 
beginning of the month the staff and 
children began moving into the two new 
group homes built to replace the boys' 
dormitory destroyed by fire on Nov. 14, 
1987. Although some items are uncom-
pleted, the work is gradually being fin-
ished and the buildings are nearly fin-
ished at this point. 
About 225 people drove to Timber 
Bay for the dedication services on Sun-
day afternoon, Oct. 2. We had represen-
tation from Pennsylvania, Ontario, 
Manitoba, Alberta, and Saskatchewan. 
The Lord provided a very beautiful day, 
with autumn colors prevalent as our vis-
itors drove north. 
The staff and students provided music 
for the day. Greetings were received 
from board members, community repre-
sentatives, and people from the Home. 
Of course, we had various types of build-
ing reports from those involved with the 
construction, as well as words of appre-
ciation from those who will benefit from 
the added facilities. 
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Delmar Epp brought the message and 
led us in the dedication ritual. Delmar 
and his wife serve as a pastoral team at 
the Wildwood Mennonite Church, Sas-
katoon, Sask. Wanting to do several 
months of voluntary service during their 
sabbatical leave, they chose Timber Bay 
Children's Home and our construction 
project as their involvement. 
The offering project for the day was 
to pay for the bedroom furnishings in 
the new group homes. This included 
materials for the built-in beds, dressers 
and desk, as well as drapes and other 
incidentals. The cost for each room was 
set at $500. At the writing of this report, 
we have received approximately $6,000, 
and are excited about how God's people 
have been so generously involved. 
We praise God for the miracles he has 
worked and the many answers to prayer 
during the strenuous months following 
the fire, as we undertook this major 
building project. God provided strength 
and wisdom for the board of directors 
and the administration of the Home, as 
well as bringing us many volunteers 
from across Canada and the United 
States who shared in actual construc-
tion work. 
It is exciting to have these new facili-
ties, which greatly reduce overcrowding. 
(We now have two students in each 
room, compared to the old dorm, which 
held four students in rooms sized for 
two.) We thank God for these new facili-
ties and for the advantages the group 
homes bring to the ministry of Timber 





In 1952, a little school, Munkula, 
was opened in a remote area of the 
Matopo Hills. The school did not 
grow rapidly. The hill population 
was sparse, but a little congregation 
began to meet using the one-room 
school for Sunday and midweek 
services. 
In the years after the war, the 
school gradually grew as did the 
congregation. The church members 
became conscious of the need for a 
church building; in some areas con-
gregations had been refused the use 
of schools for religious services. They 
wanted their own church and gave 
money toward that desire. The in-
terested members worked to raise 
additional money needed. 
One day early in April 1988, Glenn 
Frey met a former Mtshabezi Teacher 
Training student on the street in 
Bulawayo. The years fell away as the 
former student hugged his former 
principal. Such reunions are not 
uncommon and are always heart-
warming. The street meeting was fol-
lowed by a phone call to the Frey 
home with an invitation to come to 
the dedication of the new church at 
Munkula, the home of the former 
student. 
Sunday, April 17, saw the Freys 
along with Curtis Book and Mary 
Bricker f rom Macha on their way to 
Munkula. After miles on the Beit 
Bridge Road, they branched off to 
the west on a winding bush road 
through the majestic Matopo Hills. 
As they neared Munkula, people in 
ones, twos, and larger groups were 
headed along the same road. They 
looked festive and sang as they 
wended their way. A few motor ve-
hicles joined the procession. 
By 10:00 a.m. the church was 
packed. Between 400 and 500 people 
filled every available seat as well as 
the space on the cement floor, filling 
even the room behind the platform. 
Friends from neighboring churches 
were there. Singing groups partici-
pated with contagious enthusiasm. 
The congregation sang heartily. 
Chairman of the church committee, 
Moniwa Nkala, could scarcely con-
tain his joy that God's house was 
nearly completed. 
Moniwa told of the building of 
the church. It was the women who 
first wanted a church building. In 
spite of the fact that some thought 
the plan too large, they kept it. The 
people set their minds to the work at 
hand. Men and women worked. In 
1985, the women had bought cement, 
while the men made bricks. The 
congregation had given $1,825; the 
youth contributed $15. However, 
the nationals were not the only peo-
ple involved; the roof was contrib-
uted by the church in America. 
He also discussed the reasons why 
this is God's house. "It is a house of 
prayer. It is where God is among his 
people. God does not live in a house 
of brick and mortar, but in the tem-
ple of his people. God's eyes are 
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ankula 
by Beth Frey 
upon his house day and night. Dis-
agreements should be settled here, 
not in court. This is a place to con-
fess sin, a place to pray when the 
enemy at tacks. There are many 
enemies; they break up the home. 
Come to the church to pray about 
the needs." He spoke further about 
the need to pray for our families and 
for church funds. 
Overseer Jonathan Dlodlo preached 
the message. He rejoiced with the 
local congregation and called the 
church to deeper commitment. The 
dedication ritual was read, and the 
church was dedicated. Then the con-
gregation was invited to the noon 
meal in the school. 
A delicious meal of beef, hominy, 
and cole slaw was prepared. For a 
number of former Mtshabezi stu-
dents, this proved to be a time of 
joyful reunion as they recalled anec-
dotes f rom their training days. 
The sun was sinking toward the 
west as we pulled away f rom Mun-
kula. We had thought that the life of 
the church was in the urban congre-
gations. Now we knew that God was 
working in the rural churches as 
well. M u n k u l a had dedicated a 
church; we had shared in the joyful 
celebration. To God be the glory. • 
Glenn and Beth Frey are serving with the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe. 
od at work in our world 
Seasoned words 
David Lusale—Macha Hospital, Zambia 
My early months of the Christian 
faith, when I was in junior high school, 
offered little in the way of speaking to 
others about my faith. I had opportuni-
ties, but many went begging. My mind 
would get clouded with thoughts about 
not having enough Scripture vocabu-
lary, my deficit in seniority among my 
schoolmates, and even doubts about the 
stand I had made. But with regular 
prayer and Scripture reading plus 
brotherly support in Christian meetings, 
I began to open myself to speaking to 
others about my faith. 
In time, witnessing became part of my 
school life. I led some friends to Christ, 
encouraged others who were having dif-
ficult times, or simply spoke a word of 
love to some and invited them to our 
weekly Bible study. Sometimes speak-
ing to others seemed very difficult and 1 
hesitated. But at other times I expe-
rienced great joy and freedom. Some-
times I could see immediate results from 
my words. At other times the results 
came to light much later. 
I spent the two years immediately 
after secondary school in national ser-
vice camp. Many Christian friends wrote 
to me, and I really enjoyed times of 
fellowship through letters. We encour-
aged each other with words of Scripture 
which were taking root in our lives. I 
also received exciting news: students I 
had known as unbelievers wrote that 
they had received Christ. It seems that 
words I had spoken had remained with 
them, eventually leading them to Chris-
tian meetings where each experienced 
an encounter with the Lord. I visited one 
such friend during my first leave from 
camp. I found him already serving God 
through his music. We blessed the Lord 
together. 
Three years later we met again at 
Macha. My friend had grown in the 
Word and in his ministry through Chris-
tian music. He had earned the respect of 
his colleagues in the chemical company 
where he worked. To my delight, at our 
wedding in December 1987, he sang a 
special song which he had composed. 
Out of the few seasoned words from the 
Lord which I had spoken to him long 
before, our lives had been brought to-
gether in the Christian family. 
"Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give up" (Gala-
tians 6:9). Are you weary or hesitant to 
share? Results do come in God's time. 
Look for opportunities to build the 
Church. Before the second coming of 
our Lord, we can witness a great har-
vest. But this will require the participa-
tion of all Christians. 
In Jesus I am complete 
Gracious Simwanza—Macha Hospital, 
Zambia 
I am from a poor family in the North-
ern Province of Zambia. I was one of 12 
children, 8 of whom are still living. I 
grew up a religious child, although my 
parents never minded much about spir-
itual things. I was considered the "best" 
child in our family. 
In 1977,1 was fortunate enough to be 
accepted into secondary school. It was 
during my last two years in this school 
that I noticed there was a Scripture 
Union group meeting regularly. In fact, 
my best friend was vice-chairman of the 
group. I began attending the meetings, 
but I made no commitment to Christ. 
My friend asked me questions about 
being born again, but I always tried to 
dodge them. 
During the August 1980 school holi-
day, I was baptized, believing that the 
sprinkling of water granted salvation. 
And so, I went back to school with 
boldness to face my friend's questions. 
To my surprise, he was not satisfied; he 
kept on explaining to me. 
In October, Scripture Union organ-
ized an area meeting at one of the large 
schools in Ndola. My friend encouraged 
me to go. And so, we went to the meet-
ing. As we entered the hall, everyone 
was already singing. Though I knew the 
song, my voice did not come out as 
usual. It was as if my vocal box was 
somehow closed. Our speaker was a 
student from the Theological College of 
Central Africa. He gave a simple mes-
sage on "rebirth." At the end he asked if 
there was anyone who needed help. I 
rose and went forward. The speaker 
talked to us, asking our specific needs. I 
told him I needed salvation. Then I 
prayed giving my life to Christ and 
asking him to come into my heart. 
Since that moment I have not been 
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the same. Immediately during the next 
session of the meeting, I found I could 
sing happily and with a clear voice. 
There really is power which delivers in 
the blood of Christ. 
I was baptized one year later as a true 
testimony of my commitment. In Jesus 
Christ I am complete. He is the friend 
who never disappoints. He loves and 
cares for me. I see God's hand on my life, 
leading and protecting me. I know God 
will see me through. Honor and glory be 
given to Almighty God for his Son Jesus 
Christ. 
A family saved 
Jorge Alvrez—Cagua, Venezuela 
In December 1986, an older couple 
came to our house to invite our daugh-
ters to see a Christian film. My wife 
talked to them at the gate. I had no 
problem with allowing my daughters to 
go. The only thing I asked was that my 
wife find out to which religion these 
people belonged. From this beginning, 
my daughters began to go regularly to 
the house of Alvin and Thata Book. 
In February, we finally invited this 
couple into our home for the first time. I 
could not continue hiding myself. But 
their patience had allowed me to come 
to this moment. After conversing about 
our family, they began to share the 
Word of God. It was a good evening, 
and we agreed to meet weekly in our 
home for Bible study. 
After our regular study on March 3, 
they invited us to attend the first meeting 
of a church at their home on March 8, 
1987.1 went to the place on that day, but 
I did not enter. I remained standing at 
the gate. 
The next Tuesday evening, we talked 
with the Books about why Sunday had 
been so special—the inauguration of the 
Brethren in Christ Church of Venezuela 
in Cagua. That evening Rev. Alvin read 
to us the "Four Spiritual Laws," and I 
received the Lord Jesus Christ as my 
only sufficient and personal Savior. My 
wife joined me in this. 
I give thanks to God and to the Holy 
Spirit for having shown me Christ Jesus 
and for having opened my heart that 
day so he could enter with all his power 
and majesty. I thank God for having put 
in our path these brother missionaries, 
who had the patience necessary that I 
might come to Jesus. My testimony is 
that all my family—my wife, my daugh-
ters and my son—are in the way of the 
Lord. 
(Jorge's daughter Joanna shared her 
testimony in the April 1988 Visitor.) 
A 
The information of this article was taken 
from a newsletter from John and Kathy 
Brubaker who are living in Bangkok, Thai-
land. Kim Jacobs is a voluntary service 
worker in the Mount Joy missions office. 
When John and Kathy Brubaker 
and their son Allen arrived in Thai-
land in the fall of 1987, they had 
planned to take a few months to 
study the Thai language, and, at the 
time, they found an apartment to 
rent. After several months, the need 
for a job for John, a house to rent, 
and a car became apparent. How-
ever, these items did not appear so 
readily. Due to the prayers of many 
people in the United States and John 
and Kathy's prayers and faithful-
ness, the Lord amazingly provided 
these three specific needs along with 
a couple of extra blessings. 
In the middle of March 1988, 
John and Kathy took a few days to 
concentrate on praying for their 
situation. During this time of prayer, 
the Lord led John to set specific 
dates for the time when each of the 
specific needs would be met. As a 
result, John drew a time scale pro-
viding time for prayer, allowing time 
for gathering job information, and 
showing June 1,1988, as the date for 
starting his first job in Thailand and 
moving into a house. 
A technical institute 
John was seeking a job in the 
engineering field. By April, John's 
job search was appearing to be quite 
futile. Most people that he and 
Kathy had talked to said that there 
was not much use in even looking for 
a position in a technical field. How-
ever, John received a call f rom a 
technical institute and went for an 
interview on April 18. At the time, 
John felt there was a chance for 
employment, but nothing was defi-
nite. After a month of waiting, the 
details became more clear. John's 
future boss suggested a starting date 
of June 1, 1988. Needless to say, 
John was ecstatic, recalling that June 
1 was the date that the Lord had led 
him to mark for beginning his first 
job in Thailand. 
A new house 
In vain, John and Kathy had been 
looking for a house to rent since the 
middle of April. By May 1, they had 
not found a house, and they needed 
to give a month's notice, if God 
intended for them to move into a 
new house by June 1. Acting on 
faith, they gave a one-month notice. 
They had looked at some houses, 
but by the third week in May, had 
found nothing which was suitable. 
However, just a few days before they 
needed to move out of their apart-
ment, the Lord provided a house 
with which they felt comfortable. On 
May 31, they moved their belong-
ings into the house, but were not 
able to move into the house; there-
fore they stayed with friends for a 
week. The rent payments for the new 
house was less than they had been 
paying for the apartment, because 
the house is located out of Bangkok. 
Furthermore, with the house came 
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job, a house, and a car 
some furniture that belonged to the 
owner. With a house in the outskirts 
of Bangkok, a car was now a necessity. 
A new vehicle 
There were a few hindrances in 
John and Kathy's search for a car. 
First, in Thailand it is difficult for 
foreigners to buy a used vehicle at a 
reasonable price. Second, prices real-
ly increased because of the inflation 
of the Japanese yen. Fortunately, 
one of John and Kathy's friends 
introduced them to a Christian car 
salesman, and within a short time 
the salesman had located a 1983 
Toyota LiteAce, a small van. In 
Thailand this type of vehicle is less 
expensive than a car. Since they 
have had a vehicle, they have needed 
to continually look to the Lord for 
grace and patience for driving in 
Bangkok. John compares this to 
driving in the opposite direction in 
an "Indy 500" race. 
Kathy's tutor 
Since John and Kathy's language 
school was located about one to two 
hours away f rom their new house, it 
was not possible to continue study-
ing there. A new tutor was neces-
sary. About a week after they moved 
into the house, Kathy began praying 
that God would provide a tutor by 
June 22, knowing that because of 
their location it would not be easy to 
find one. While praying a few days 
before the chosen due date, the name 
of an unemployed teacher came to 
Kathy's mind. That Sunday, June 
by Kim Jacobs 
21, the teacher excitedly accepted 
Kathy's offer. They began working 
together later that week. John was 
also praying to find a tutor at the 
institute where he is working; how-
ever, that is still an unanswered 
request. 
Job transfer 
About one month after John had 
begun his job, the vice president of 
the institute asked John to apply for 
a position working with his office. 
Approximately one month later, 
John had an interview and was 
offered the job. On August 15, he 
began in his new position. The im-
portance of this transfer was that 
John's salary was nearly double the 
salary that he was making when he 
originally started working at the 
institute. This increase greatly im-
proved John and Kathy's financial 
position. John referred to the fact 
that the Lord does not do things 
halfway, and in this situation, God 
had answered an initial request, but 
added to it, knowing that more than 
what was originally requested was 
needed. 
A job, a house, and a car. At one 
time these items seemed practically 
out-of-reach for John and Kathy. 
However, as John acknowledged, 
referring to Ephesians 3:20, "God 
still does more than we can ask or 
imagine." Along with John and 
Kathy, may we be thankful that the 
Lord does provide beyond what we 
believe our needs are and beyond 
our imaginations. 
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Allegheny Conference 
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
participated in a stocking stuffer project for Mes-
siah Village. • John and Lucille Graybill, mission-
aries to Japan, spoke to the Big Valley congrega-
tion, Belleville, Pa., in early December. • Richard 
Humble was evangelist Nov. 8-13 for the Canoe 
Creek congregation, Hollidaysburg, Pa., • "The 
Songs of Greeting" was the advent sermon series 
from Luke 1 and 2 for the Carlisle, Pa., congrega-
tion. • Nov. 20 was anniversary Sunday for the 
Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., with 
Adip Herndon as soloist, a fellowship meal, an 
evening service with youth emphasis, and the 
theme "The Church Is Alive!" The Gaither film 
"We have This Moment" was shown Nov. 27. 
Twelve new members were honored with a 
carry-in dinner Nov. 27 by the Cedar Heights 
congregation, Mill Hall, Pa., Five persons were 
baptized in the evening. • On Dec. 4, Pam Taylor 
and Kevin Witter presented a concert of sacred 
music for the Chambersburg, Pa., congregation. • 
Joe Ritchey and Phil Keefer were November guest 
A cold rain stopped long enough on 
Saturday afternoon, Nov. 19, for the 
Board for Media Ministries of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church to hold a short 
groundbreaking service for our new 
publishing house. The new facility, to 
replace the present structure at 301 N. 
Elm, will be located at the east edge of 
Nappanee, north of U.S. 6. The building 
site of 5.5 acres will accommodate a 
17,500 square foot printing plant and 
5,000 square feet of office space (includ-
ing editorial, publishing, and account-
ing offices). 
Present at the ceremony led by Exec-
utive Director Roger Williams were 
Central Conference Bishop and Mrs. 
Owen Alderfer, builder Menno Friesen, 
Evangel Press manager Jon Stepp 
(photo), representatives from the Nap-
panee Christian Light Bookstore and 
the editorial department, and approxi-
mately 20 past and present employees. 
Pastor Rick Mailloux of the Nappa-
nee Brethren in Christ Church offered 
prayer, thanking God for the celebra-
tion of the growth of an important part 
of the Brethren in Christ ministry. He 
also gave thanks, as did Williams, for all 
those employees of years past who had a 
vision for ministry and whose work has 
speakers for the Clear Creek congregation, Everett, 
Pa. The church hosted a Nov. 12 Board for Broth-
erhood Concerns seminar on "Respecting Human 
Life: Brethren in Christ Perspectives." • The mu-
sical "Kids Praise 4: Sensational Servants" was 
given by the Cumberland Valley congregation, 
Dillsburg, Pa., on Nov. 12, 13. Pioneer Clubs 
began on Dec. 7. 
Henry Ginder led a spiritual life series recently 
for the Fairview congregation. New Cumberland, 
Pa. • Jemison Valley pastor Ric Feeney was Nov. 
6-9 revival speaker for the Five Forks congrega-
tion, Waynesboro, Pa. The Dec. 4 annual church 
and community Christmas dinner had 208 in 
attendance. • On the evening of Nov. 13, the Gran-
tham, Pa., congregation enjoyed a service of 
Charles Wesley hymns. Six persons were baptized 
on Dec. 4. • Darrell Smucker was revival speaker 
Nov. 13-20 for the Green Grove congregation. 
Spring Mills, Pa. On Nov. 26, Ray French gave a 
worship music seminar. 
The "Turn Your Heart Toward Home" film 
series was shown in November and December to 
the Hanover, Pa., congregation. • On Nov. 11, the 
brought the publishing venture to its 
current state of expansion. 
Participating in the groundbreaking 
were several people who witnessed the 
completion of the structure on Elm 
Street in 1955, and some who remember 
working at the Press prior to 1925, when 
it was located near the center of the 
downtown area. 
Anticipated completion date for the 
building is late Spring or early Summer 
of 1989. • 
youth of the Hollowell congregation, Waynes-
boro, Pa., saw the musical "Hi Tops," on how to 
handle peer pressure. • The Locust Grove congre-
gation, York, Pa., provided 28 Christmas stock-
ings for Messiah Village. • The Marsh Creek con-
gregation, Howard, Pa., delivered fruit baskets to 
community folks on Dec. 20. • Exchange student 
Kai Teckentrup from West Germany spoke Nov. 7 
to the women's fellowship of the Martinsburg, 
Pa., church. Charles and Elaine Norman minis-
tered in November in a week of services. The 
congregation planned to receive seven new mem-
bers on Dec. 11. 
Ed Rickman delivered the morning sermon 
Nov. 13 for the Messiah Village congregation, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. Five young, short-term sum-
mer missionaries spoke in the evening. • Associate 
Pastor Steve Lehman has accepted the invitation 
to serve another three-year term with the Mechan-
icsburg congregation. • The Montgomery congre-
gation, Upton, Pa., mothers and daughters had a 
Dec. 1 Christmas banquet with the exchanging of 
secret sister gifts. • The Mt. Rock congregation, 
Shippensburg, Pa., joined their sister church, 
South Mountain Chapel, Shippensburg, for a 
Nov. 20 communion service. Fourteen persons (12 
adults and 2 youths) united with the Mt. Rock 
church on Nov. 27. 
The New Guilford congregation, Chambers-
burg, Pa., moved to a two-service format on Dec. 
11. The youth are looking into the possibility of a 
trip to Africa next summer. • On Nov. 20, the 
Brotherhood Quartet joined the Roseglen congre-
gation, Duncannon, Pa., for singing, and spoke of 
their involvement in the American Indian Out-
reach Mission. • Nov. 20 was anniversary Sunday 
for the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md. 
Eddie Piper presented a concert on Dec. 11. • 
John Graybill, and Pete and Mim Stern spoke to 
the West Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., on Nov. 13. Organist Bert Jones was in con-
cert Dec. 3 in a program entitled "Seven organ 
paintings of the Christmas story." 
Atlantic Conference 
The Community Bible congregation, Sarasota, 
Fla., celebrated 10 years in their church building 
with a Dec. 8 banquet, and a debt retirement 
offering in the Dec. 11 service. • On Nov. 19, the 
Cross Roads congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., volley-
ball team brought home an A-division 3rd place 
trophy f rom the New Guilford church tourna-
ment. • Missionaries Curtis and Leslie Book, and 
John and Lucille Graybill spoke to the Elizabeth-
town, Pa., congregation on Nov. 13. • A fundrais-
ing committee has been organized by the Fairland 
congregation, Cleona, Pa., to raise $85,000 by the 
settlement date of June 1 for the purchase of land 
adjacent to their west parking lot. 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond C. Miller of Annville, 
Pa., recently celebrated their 70th wedding anni-
versary. They are members of the Fairland con-
gregation where they have served as deacons for 10 
years. They were married January 1,1919, and are 
the parents of six children: Henry, Neda Crider, 
Groundbreaking for 
new publishing house 
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Arlene Smith, Nelson (deceased), Jean Byer, and 
Lee Miller. A reception was held in their honor at 
Kenbrook C a m p on Aug. 27 where 70 family 
members had gathered for a three-day reunion. 
The Millers have 23 grandchildren and 22 great-
grandchildren. 
Spiritual Life Emphasis meetings were led Nov. 
18-19 for the Hershey, Pa„ congregation by 
Eugene Wingert. • The youth of the Holden Park 
congregation, Orlando, Fla., held a car wash on 
Nov. 19. A candlelighting service was Dec. 24. • 
Paul Hostetler spoke Nov. 6 to the Hummels-
town. Pa., congregation about the world-wide 
ministries of the brotherhood. A service of fare-
well for Albert and Eva Schock, active members 
for over 50 years, was held Dec. 4. • Bob and 
Barbara Hempy of the Alta Loma, Calif., church 
led family life services on Nov. 4-6 for the Lancas-
ter, Pa., congregation on such topics as "Parents, 
who are your kids?"and "Staying on top of stress." 
Twelve persons were received Nov. 6 as members 
of the Manheim, Pa., congregation. John and 
Naomi Lederach led a family life conference Nov. 
12-13. • Eldon Fry led a greater Lancaster concert 
of prayer Nov. 7 at the Manor church, Mountville, 
Pa. The men's fellowship sponsored a hobby night 
on Nov. 12. The Messiah College Singers were in 
concert Nov. 20. • On Dec. 4, the Clair Hoffmans 
presented slides of mission stations in Africa and 
told of their travels there to the Mastersonville 
congregation, Manheim, Pa. • On Dec. 7 Mike 
and Sherry Holland spoke to the Mt. Pleasant 
congregation, Mt. Joy. Pa. • The film "Beyond the 
Next Mounta in" was part of the New Years Eve 
activities of the Palmyra, Pa., congregation. 
The Evangelism and Extension committee of 
the Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., has made 
available packets filled with information on the 
church and denomination; tracts; and the Gospel 
of John . Allon Dourte is serving as interim pastor. 
• The feature length film "Mother Teresa" was 
shown Nov. 13 as part of the Refton, Pa., congre-
gation's missions conference. • Two new members 
were received recently by the Siiverdale, Pa., con-
gregation. The church had a live nativity the eve-
nings of Dec. 20-24. 
The "Turn Your Heart Toward Home" film 
series was shown in November and December to 
the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa. 
The junior high Sunday school class offered free 
babysitting at the church on Dec. 10. The Messiah 
College Handbell Choir played on Dec. 4. • On 
Dec. 4, Ruth Sentz, Atlantic Conference Prayer 
Prompter in the Concerts of Prayer movement, 
led a service for the Stowe, Pa., congregation. Jay 
and Judy Smith were missionary speakers on Dec. 
18. • On Sunday evening, Nov. 13, the Summit 
View congregation, New Holland, Pa., had a 
harvest worship service with canned goods col-
lected for the town food bank. • A dedication 
service was held Dec. 4 for Mountain View, the 
new retreat center facility at Kenbrook Bible 
Camp. 
Beverley A. Nigh 
of Port Colborne, 
Ont., most recently 
of London, Ont., 
has begun a two-
year Mennonite 
Central Committee 
a s s i g n m e n t in 
Winnipeg, Man., where she is working 
as administrative assistant for Diabled 
Peoples' Concerns at MCC Winnipeg. 
Canadian Conference 
The Cheapside congregation, Nanticoke, Ont., 
had revival meetings Nov. 6-13 with Rev. Robert 
Rolston as evangelist. • The women's auxiliary of 
the Cross Roads congregation, Guelph, Ont., 
planned a Christmas banquet for Dec. 13. • 
Charles Lady led an 18-voice male chorus in con-
cert on Nov. 6 for the Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont. Mike Noble of Navigators Canada 
led four evangelism classes in November. • Brier-
crest Bible College presented music in the Nov. 27 
services of the Massey Place congregation, Saska-
toon, Sask. A presentation was made Nov. 20 by 
the Committee for Future Development. The 
congregation has begun to contact each family 
that moves to Saskatoon, inviting them to church. 
The singles of the North East Community con-
gregation, Calgary, Alb., gave the skit "Back Stage 
at the Christmas Pageant" on Dec. 11. • A group 
f rom Covenant Bible College led the Prince 
Albert, Sask., congregation in an evening service 
on Nov. 13. Pastor Lloyd Griffith will complete 
his ministry in the summer. The church will seek 
another bivocational pastor. • General Secretary 
Don Shafer spoke Nov. 13 to the Ridgemount 
congregation, Hamilton, Ont. In November, the 
congregation participated in the "40 Days Can 
Change a Nation" project to provide Bibles for 
Brazil. • Bishop Frank Kipe led spiritual renewal 
services Nov. 2-6 for the Rosebank congregation, 
Petersburg, Ont. 
The Springvale, congregation, Hagersville, Ont., 
had a week of meetings Nov. 13-20 with Gerhard 
du Toit f rom South Africa. • The Wainfleet, Ont., 
congregation gathered on the evening of Nov. 20 
to see a presentation of their three quiz teams. 
Lester Fretz spoke recently as part of the Sunday 
evening series on "Help for Hurting Families." • 
The ladies auxiliary of the Welland, Ont., church 
had their annual Christmas bazaar on Nov. 5. 
Nov. 6 was the 68th anniversary of the church. 
Music by Christie Gooderham and a celebration 
dinner marked the occasion. 
Central Conference 
Dan Manley was speaker for the Amherst con-
gregation, Massillon, Ohio, Christmas banquet at 
the Wagon Wheel Restaurant on Dec. 2. Fred and 
Grace Holland spoke in the Dec. 4 service. • On 
Nov. 20, the Christian Union congregation, Gar-
rett, Ind., had a debt retirement offering of more 
than $1,250. A farewell dinner for John Wagner, 
moving to Messiah Village, was also the 20th. • 
Lester Fretz spoke the morning message Nov. 13 
Nigh received a master's degree in 
library and information science and a 
bachelor's degree in French from the 
University of Western Ontario in Lon-
don. She was last employed as school 
librarian at Jean Vanier Elementary 
School in London. 
Nigh most recently attended Valley-
view Mennonite Church in London. 
Her parents are Harold and Mildred 
Nigh of Port Colborne. 
on "Vessels for the Master's Use" to the Fairview 
congregation, Englewood, Ohio. On Dec. 11, 
Raymond Niesley taught the stories behind favor-
ite Christmas carols. 
Lester and Marjorie (Herr) Haines of the Fair-
view congregation celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Nov. 11. Their three children, 
Duane, Daryl, and Luann joined with them in an 
open house Nov. 27 at the church. They have four 
grandchildren. The Haineses have served in many 
church activities through the years. Lester was on 
the Budget Commission, was Central Conference 
treasurer for 15 years, and is currently on the 
Jacob Engle Foundation board. Marjorie served 
on the denominational Women's Missionary Pray-
er Circle committee for 21 years, and for 10 years 
as treasurer of Central Conference. 
The Highland congregation, West Milton, Ohio, 
composed an advent devotional booklet contain-
ing 150-250 word entries written by members. • 
Immediate Opening 
Life Line Ministries of San 
Francisco, Calif., is recruiting 
an administratortogive leadership 
in the areas of fund raising, 
planning and budgeting, and 
office management. 
The administrator will also 
support the efforts of the 
Director of Heaven's Gate 
Women's Shelter, Leslie Harvel. 
For a job description and 
further information about this 
position, contact the office of 
the Board for Brotherhood 
Concerns, P.O. Box 246, Mount 
Joy, PA 17552. Phone (717) 
653-8251. 
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A trash can 
offering 
by Paul Hostetler 
Did you ever see a garbage container used to receive 
an offering? I didn't either until one Sunday a few 
months ago. 
Pastor Jerel Book of the Mount Pleasant Church in 
Pennsylvania received a sample bank from Campus 
Crusade for Christ. It was round and plastic, and it 
caught his attention. Campus Crusade said they 
would supply enough banks for all his families and 
that only 40 percent of the proceeds would need to 
come back to them. 
The congregation, picking up their pastor's sugges-
tion, decided to give it a try. A good supply of banks 
was ordered (at no cost) and nearly all were taken by 
interested families and individuals. October 16 was 
designated as Shake Out Sunday! and it was announced 
that half the money would go to our Brethren in Christ 
World Missions. 
Pastor Book says he was not sure what the response 
would be, since the giving to Cooperative Ministries 
continued to come in well. He need not have feared. 
As the date approached, the big banks became fuller 
and fuller. 
On Shake Out Sunday! he placed a large new plastic 
trash can at the front of the sanctuary (obscuring the 
communion table) with a poster attached making it 
clear that "This is for the Shake Out offering." The 
table beside it was quickly filled with the loaded banks 
as people arrived for the morning service. In fact, the 
response was so good that some of the banks "spilled 
over" on the floor. 
I happened to be the speaker that October morning, 
telling stories about how "God is working through 
Brethren in Christ Ministries!" When the children 
were asked to come forward to shake the contents of 
the banks into the trash container, I could not resist 
the excitement, so I went to the scene of the action and 
noise! What a commotion for the Lord! 
Paul Hostetler is Associate Director of Stewardship, U. S. 
My hope was that someone would give me a bank 
and let me join the shakers, but I wished even more for 
a camera. Going to the microphone, I begged for 
someone to bring a camera forward. No cameras were 
attending church that morning—perhaps I was not 
heard above the din. 
The pastor was helping to open the banks (the plugs 
were stuck very tight, possibly to make them tamper 
proof). In the process, he cut his finger, but he didn't 
even notice the blood until later. 
Pastor Book found an offering envelope among the 
banks. After he had reduced the noise level to the 
communication level, he held up the envelope and 
announced that it contained more than $260! He dis-
covered later that he had given the envelope number 
by mistake. It was that kind of morning. 
More and more coins and folding money were 
shaken into the trash container, and it became heavier 
and heavier. When the pastor tried to lift it, he almost 
threw his shoulders out of joint. Well, at any rate, he 
asked people not to lift it after the service for fear of 
breaking the handles. (It was his own trash can, just 
recently purchased.) 
When the last cent hit the top of the pile, Pastor 
Book enthused, "This has been a noisy clanging 
praise! All this money will be used to share the gospel 
of Jesus with others all over the world." 
The Shake Out was later followed by a weigh-in. 
That morning the weight came to 116 pounds and the 
cash amounted to $946.21. When more banks were 
brought in later, the total weight reached 136 pounds 
and the total offering came to $1,141.30. 
What an exhilarating experience. The children 
loved it. The rest of us did too. In the pastor's words, 
"It's wonderful to help people catch the vision of 
giving joyfully to worthwhile causes. Cooperative 
Ministries is showing itself over and over to be of great 
value to the whole church, and we all need to give it 
our best support." 
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The children, grades 2-6, of the Lakeview congre-
gation, Goodrich, Mich., had a Christmas deco-
rating party on Nov. 26. The congregation held a 
meeting Dec. 11 to decide on kitchen remodeling 
and the addition of restrooms for handicapped 
persons. • The adults of the Mooretown congrega-
tion, Sandusky, Mich., recently viewed the Ken-
neth Gangel video series "Building a Christian 
Family." The first all-church skate was Nov. 29. • 
Average Sunday school attendance for November 
was 77 at the Morrison, 111., church. Phil Keefer, 
Director of Planned Giving with the Jacob Engle 
Foundation, spoke in the Nov. 13 service. 
The Sippo Valley church, Massillon, Ohio, 
"spruced up" in November, with new kitchen and 
fellowship hall curtains and a work day to paint 
the stairwells. • On Nov. 17, teachers and leaders 
f rom the Union Grove congregation, New Paris, 
Ind., joined those f rom the Nappanee, Ind., 
church for a Christian education workshop led by 
Ken Letner. • "Why can't this last for a week 
instead of just a weekend?" was the response of 
one youth of the Western Hills congregation, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, to the Nov. 4-6 missions conference. 
Speakers were Mike and Sherri Holland (Venezu-
ela), Atlee and Janet Hershberger (a year in Zam-
bia), and Marty and Rachel Pilazo (Haiti). 
Midwest Conference 
The film "Ordinary Guy," lauded as "Best Film 
of the Year" in 1981 by the Academy of Christian 
Cinemagraphic Arts, was shown on Nov. 13 at the 
Abilene, Ks., church. Abilene hosted the area 
church growth dinner on Nov. 7. • Charles and 
Elaine Norman led in a week of spiritual challenge 
Oct. 30—Nov. 6 at the Bethany church, Thomas, 
Okla. The youth recently had a 10-hour car wash 
to supply $1,125 for landscaping for the new 
Oklahoma City church. • Musicians Bob and 
Carol Connors led in an evening worship service 
Nov. 6, for the Oak Park congregation, Des 
Moines, Iowa. On Dec. 4, the congregation viewed 
the film "Cry f rom the Mountain." 
The Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation has 
published a request for 100 prayer partners who 
agree to pray for $1,000 each of the second 
$100,000 needed for the building fund. The con-
gregation is planning to build without borrowing. 
On Nov. 6, George King told his story of conver-
sion f rom life in a cult. • The Rosebank youth, 
Hope, Ks., had a bake sale Nov. 12 to raise money 
for their winter retreat. • Mary Kay Meyer spoke 
about Central America in the Nov. 13 M PF meet-
ing of the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks. 
Pacific Conference 
The Alta Loma, Calif., congregation reports 
approximately 130 children and 30 staff are 
involved in Wednesday night A W A N A meetings. 
The congregation now has a monthly newsletter 
edited by Ray Bailey. • The Chino, Calif., church 
was the site of a regional carol sing on Nov. 27. • 
On Nov. 13, the Ontario, Calif., congregation 
experienced the dynamic recreation of the Pass-
over meal by Jews for Jesus. The congregation has 
recently set aside one Friday night a month for a 
prayer and praise meeting. 
Daniel Rodriguez, bilingual evangelist who 
leads Bible studies for the Spanish-speaking in the 
area of the Pacific Highway Community church, 
Salem, Ore., led the Nov. 20 evening service. The 
Barnicks and the Williams led a service recently at 
the Union Gospel Mission. The Pacific Highway 
congregation is responsible for all fifth Sunday 
services. • The Riverside, Calif., congregation 
reports a 50 percent increase in average attendance 
in Sunday night children's meetings. Groups were 
split on Dec. 4 to form four groups. • Beginning in 
December, the college growth group of the Upland, 
Calif., congregation studied the current issues cur-
riculum provided by "Christianity Today." On 
Dec. 30, the senior highs planned an evening play-
ing broom hockey with the Ontario and Chino 
youth groups. 
Correspondents: Please remember to highlight 
items of special interest to your congregation in 
the bulletins you submit. If you need guidelines for 
"For the Record" items, write or call the Visitor 
office, or ask if your pastor has a copy on file. The 
deadline for all news items is the 25th of each 
month. 
For the Record 
Births 
Boake: Christie-Ann Margaret Ruth, Oct. 14; 
Ted and Joanne (Steckley) Boake, Heise Hill con-
gregation, Ont. 
Burkholder: Ashlin Quay, Nov. 30; Evan and 
Lori (Bauman) Burkholder, New Guilford con-
gregation, Pa. 
Byers: Nathan Adam, Oct. 21; James and 
Laura Byers, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Carr: Zachery Daniel, Nov. 16; Stephanie Carr, 
Sippo Valley congregation, Ohio. 
Caufman: Sommer Renee, Nov. 1; Ray and 
Teresa Caufman, New Guilford congregation, Pa. 
Clouser: Jason Paul, Feb. 18, 1988; Thomas 
and Ruth (Miller) Clouser, Green Grove congre-
gation, Pa. 
Conrady: Alyssa Beth, Oct. 14; Jeff and Lois 
Conrady, Harrisburg congregation, Pa. 
Dalton: Christopher Glenn, Oct. 6; Glenn and 
Kim Dalton. Harrisburg congregation, Pa. 
Douglas: Joshua Daniel, Sept. 28; Tracy and 
Martina Douglas, Canoe Creek congregation. Pa. 
Gerlach: Ellen Elizabeth, Nov. 2; Jeff and 
Marianne Gerlach, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Gonsalves: Janelle Charmaine, Dec. 9; James 
and Faith (Charles) Gonsalves, Nappanee congre-
gation, Ind. 
Grimes: Seth Daniel, Oct. 10; Daniel and 
Brenda Grimes, Harrisburg congregation. Pa. 
Hammer: Lauren Ashley, Nov. 16; Brian and 
Crystal Hammer, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Heinaman: Renee Crystal, Oct. 27; Charles 
and Beverly (Brownsberger) Heinaman, Maytown 
congregation, Pa. 
Helm: Andrew Tyler, Nov. 7; Stephen and 
Claudia (Geiberson) Helm, Manor congregation. 
Pa. 
Hoffman: Sarah Rebekah, Oct. 17; Albert and 
Rebecca Hoffman, Federated Church, Conneant, 
Ohio. 
Hudkins: Jesse Ron, Nov. 10; Darren and 
Cindy Hudkins, North East Community congre-
gation, Alb. 
Knisely: Rodger Dean, Oct. 30; Rodger and 
Jeanne Knisely, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Kubassek: Aaron David, Nov. 6; David and 
Nancy Kubassek, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Lehman: Derek Robert, Nov. 26; Steve and 
Diane (Knepper) Lehman, Mechanicsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Martin: Nils Brian, son of Bruce and Heike 
(Quiring) Martin; Neuwied, West Germany (Mt. 
Pleasant congregation, Pa.) 
Meyers: Craig David, Nov. 23; Micah and 
Debbie (Embly) Meyers, Montgomery congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Miller: Lane Scott, Nov. 2; Conda (Bud) and 
Lori Miller, Clear Creek congregation, Pa. 
Puterbaugh: Ashley Dawn, Nov. 26; Larry and 
Denise Puterbaugh, Mooretown congregation, 
Mich. 
Rodriguez: Adrian Dwight, Sept. 16; John and 
Sherry Rodriguez, West Shore congregation, Pa. 
Ryder: Brittany Amanda, Oct. 18; Rick and 
Annisa (Horton) Ryder, Antrim congregation, 
Pa. 
Shaffer: Scott Daniel, Oct. 27; Paul and Patty 
Shaffer, Upland congregation, Calif. 
Stark: Ashley Nicole, Nov. 9; Ron and Kim 
Stark, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Swartz: Derick Scott, Oct. 6; Tim and Kathy 
Swartz, Free Grace congregation. Pa. 
Teklu: Thomas Eyob Kidane, Oct. 26; Eyob 
and Jira (Amaniel Iman) Teklu, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Tritt: Isaac Steven, Nov. 8; David and Debra 
(Coken) Tritt, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Wacker: Joshua Stephen. Nov. 14; Stephen 
and Beth Wacker, Mechanicsburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Weaver: Samantha Ann, Dec. 6; John and 
Margaret (Helmuth) Weaver, Nappanee congre-
gation, Ind. 
Weber: Steven David, Nov. 15; Paul and Kathy 
Weber, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Bowes-Driver: J ane t Driver, daugh te r of 
Catherine Laskowski, and Rodney, son of Tom 
and Lois Bowes, Howard, Pa., Sept. 10, in the 
Church of Christ, Blanchard, Pa., with Rev. Brint 
Simmons officiating. 
Flohr-Edwards: Sherri Ann, daughter of Abe 
and Zella Edwards, Chambersburg, Pa., and 
Mark Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Flohr, 
Chambersburg, Nov. 5, at the Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. A. Graybill 
Brubaker officiating. 
Giffin-Feight: Pauline Yvonne, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dennis Feight, Hopewell, Pa., and 
Ronald Victor, son of Ronnie and Barbara Giffin, 
Breezewood, Pa., May 15, in the Clear Creek 
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Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Earl Lehman 
and Rev. Curtis Bryant officiating. 
Groff-Rohrer: Dawn Michelle, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald M. Rohrer, Lancaster, Pa., and 
Steven Lyn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton S. 
Groff, Conestoga, Pa., Nov. 12, at the Lancaster 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Gerald Win-
gert and Rev. Kenneth Letner officiating. 
Hoover-Hoover: Isabel Hoover, and David E. 
Hoover, Jr., September 22, at Avalon, Calif. 
Meyers-Grosh: Marlena Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Marvin Grosh, Greencastle, Pa., and 
Ivan Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Meyers, 
Greencastle, Nov. 12, at the Antrim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner 
officiating. 
Miller-Zeis: Angie Marie, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stephen Zeis, Greencastle, Pa., and Mark 
Edward, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. D. Miller, 
Greencastle, Nov. 6, at the Antrim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner and 
Rev. Donald Bohn officiating. 
Pellman-Whistler: Teresa, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Larry Whistler, and Tony, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Pellman, Oct. I, in the Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Stephen 
Russell officiating. 
Rice-Thrush: Cheryl Ann, daughter of Samuel 
and Mary Jane Thrush, Shippensburg, Pa., and 
Dale Edward, son of Fred and Dorothy Rice, 
Chambersburg, Pa., Oct. 15, at the Mt. Rock 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Lynn Thrush 
and Rev. Bob Zimmerman officiating. 
Simmons-Hood: Suzanne, daughter of Tom 
and Wilma Hood, Gaithersburg, Md., and Philip, 
son of Paul and Violet Simmons, Dillsburg, Pa., 
Sept. 17, at St. Paul's United Methodist Church, 
Laytonsville, Md., with Rev. Steven Lehman 
officiating. 
Snare-Jenkins: Stacy Lynn Jenkins, daughter 
of Edward and Jeannie Baker, Hopewell, Pa., and 
Robert Gary, son of Gary and Judy Snare, Sax-
ton, Pa., July 30 in the Yellow Creek Church of the 
Brethren with Rev. Earl Lehman officiating. 
Thumma-Kauffman: Cynthia Suzanne, daugh-
ter of Donald and Priscilla Kauffman, Carlisle, 
Pa., and Steven Michael, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Thumma of Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., Oct. 
22, at the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ernest U. Dohner officiating. 
Young-Woomer: Leanne, daughter of Lee and 
Jean Woomer, Howard, Pa., and Kent Young, 
son of Ron and Patricia Hardy, Lamar, Pa., Oct. 
15, at the Marsh Creek Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ralph Hock officiating. 
Obituaries 
Becker: Barbara E. Becker, born Jan. 13,1961, 
died Aug. 11. Funeral services were held in the 
Shermans Valley church, Hopewell, Pa., with 
Rev. Earl Lehman officiating. Interment was in 
the church cemetery. 
Chamberlain: James Grant Chamberlain, born 
May 24, 1912, died Sept. 16. He attended the 
Shermans Valley church. Funeral services were 
held f rom the Howard L. Sipes Funeral Home 
with Earl Lehman officiating. Interment was in 
the Presbyterian Cemetery, Wells Tannery, Pa. 
College: Paul R. College, born April 2, 1920, 
died Sept. 29. Funeral services were held at the 
Mountain Chapel church, Breezewood. Pa., with 
Earl Lehman officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Cook: Edmond Elmore Cook, born May 26, 
1924, died Nov. 25. He is survived by his wife 
Alice; three sons, Johnny, Jim, and Jeff; and two 
daughters, Judy Eshelman and Melanie Stanley. 
Edmond attended the Valley Street congregation, 
Dayton, Ohio. Services were held at the Magetti 
Funeral Home with Rev. Henry Chafin and Rev. 
Dale McCabe officiating. Interment was in Veter-
ans Cemetery. 
Eberly: Raymond L. Eberly, Sr., born April 3, 
1922, the son of the late Reuben B.. and Naomi 
(Zimmerman) Eberly, died Oct. 22. Surviving are 
his wife, Rhoda B. Hawbaker Eberly; 4 sons, R. 
Leroy, Jr., Ronald E., Robert E., and Larry L.; a 
daughter, Shirley D.; a foster son, Emory I. Wil-
liams; 12 grandchildren; 1 great-grandson; and 2 
brothers. Raymond was a builder and land devel-
oper, and a charter member and past president of 
the Franklin County, Pa., Home Builders Associ-
ation. He was a charter member of the Palm Val-
ley Brethren in Christ Church, Pharr, Tx„ and a 
former trustee and Sunday school superintendent 
at the Montgomery church, Upton, Pa. The fu-
neral was held at the Antrim church with Rev. R. 
Donald Shafer, Rev. Henry Landis, and Rev. 
Wilbur Benner officiating. Interment was in the 
Montgomery church cemetery. 
Ford: Thelma L. Ford, born April 22, 1909, 
died July 15. Her husband Samuel preceded her in 
death. She is survived by 12 children; 40 grand-
children; 6 stepchildren; and 48 great-grandchil-
dren. The funeral service was held at the Shermans 
Valley church where she attended, with Rev. Earl 
Lehman officiating. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Heisey: Henry P. Heisey, born May 14, 1899, 
the son of Rev. Jacob and Anna Peifer Heisey, 
died Sept. 9. He was preceded in death by his wife 
Lela Fern (Hoover). Surviving are 4 children, 
Ruth M. Blackketter; H. Orville; D. Ray; and 
Marion J.; 16 grandchildren; 16 great-grand-
children; and a sister, Fannie P. Heisey. Henry 
served 11 years in mission work at Gladwin, 
Mich., 2 years at the Welland Mission, Ont., 41-
years in church work in Ohio as pastor of the 
Valley Chapel and Uniontown congregations, and 
9 years as superintendent of the Northern Ohio 
District. He served a number of years on the Board 
of Benevolence of the General Conference. After 
his wife's death in 1980, hemovedtoNewville, Pa., 
to live with his son and for seven years assisted in 
the pastoral work at Blue Mountain (formerly Mt. 
Tabor). The funeral services were held in the 
Green Spring church, Newville, with Bishop Frank 
Kipe, William D. Holtry, and Rev. Terry A. Bur-
ton officiating; and in the Valley Chapel church 
East Canton, Ohio, with Rev. Eric Stanton, Rev. 
Marion Berg, and Rev. Mark Weaver officiating. 
Interment was in the Valley Chapel cemetery. 
Tribute 
Just a few words can never adequately summa-
rize the life and ministry of a man who so thor-
oughly lived his life for Jesus. The quality of Chris-
tian character and the depth of sacrificial service 
beautifully grace the memory of Brother Heisey. 
Precious moments linger in the minds and 
hearts of his relatives. Let me share a few that will 
enhance the image of this 
pastor, bishop, evangelist, 
father, grandfather, church-
man, and friend. Brother 
Heisey loved his Lord. No 
sacrifice was too great if it 
could help rebuild a strug-
gling congregation. It took 
courage and wisdom to re-
store broken relationships 
and build denominational loyalty. 
With vision, he and his wife provided for their 
children to get a college education and advanced 
degrees, training to better serve the church and 
mankind. He was a man of prayer. Besides at the 
family altar, his children and grandchildren have 
vivid memories of his praying aloud in the barn, 
for them and others on his heart. 
He was a man of faith. He believed God in the 
face of challenge and had a passion for the souls of 
lost men. As a pastor and evangelist, he was a 
frequent caller in the homes of the unsaved. He 
loved his Bible and frequently preached in his later 
years from the New Testament Epistles and the 
Old Testament prophets. One of his favorite 
hymns was "Nothing between my soul and the 
Savior." 
One of the last entries in his diary referred to the 
prediction that Jesus was coming again in Sep-
tember 1988. His response was, "That does not 
trouble me, I'm ready to go." He was longing to go 
home and be with his Savior. But he wept for his 
neighbors who were still in sin. 
Brother Heisey will ever be a challenge to faith-
fulness in service to all of us who remain to carry 
on the work of the Lord. His closing testimony 
was 2 Timothy 4:6-8: "For I am now ready to be 
offered, the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought, . . . finished, . . . kept the faith. There 
is a crown . . . " We cherish his memory. 
H. Frank Kipe, Bishop, 
Allegheny Conference 
Jordan: Jean Jordan, born July 29, 1905, died 
Oct. 14. She is survived by four daughters, Sandra 
Ecklar, Thelma Limle, Carol Mangan, and Mary 
Ann Turner. Jean was a member of the Western 
Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio, where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Paul Z. Hess officiat-
ing. Interment was in Spring Grove Cemetery. 
Knight: Merle Knight, born Mar. 18, 1905, 
died Nov. 6. He is survived by his wife, Mae; 
a son, Charles; and several stepchildren. Merle 
had been a 22-year employee of the Norton Com-
pany and a member of the Sherkston, Ont., 
church. Services were held at the Williams Funeral 
Home with Rev. Pat Hannigan officiating. Inter-
ment was at Ridgeway Memorial Cemetery. 
Lehman: Earl J. Lehman, born April 25, 1924, 
died Oct. 19. Surviving are his wife, Rhoda (Sim-
mons); sons, Larry and Dean; and six grandchil-
dren. Services were held at the Shermans Valley 
church with Rev. Mark Slagenweit officiating, 
and at the Air Hill church with Rev. Dale Ulery 
and Bishop Frank Kipe officiating. Interment was 
in the Air Hill cemetery. 
Tribute 
Earl Lehman had many unfulfilled dreams. He 
had plans for the future that will never happen and 
hopes that will not be realized. At the age of 35, 
our brother sensed the call of God to leave his 
chosen vocation of farming and enter the Chris-
tian ministry. Taking a great financial risk, he sold 
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his cattle and machinery and began serving the 
little church at Shermans Valley in 1960. His min-
istry there has touched the lives of multitudes 
during the past 28 years. 
He preached, taught, and lived the Word of 
God. He was a man of prayer and bold in his 
witness. He conducted many weddings and funer-
als. He loved people and was loved and appre-
ciated. He worked with his hands to provide much 
of his financial support through the years. 
Brother Lehman's ministry extended far beyond 
his adopted community and local congregation. 
He served on regional and general boards and 
committees, and was active in councils and con-
ferences. He was optimistic, enthusiastic, and 
devout in his leadership roles. He conducted many 
revival services across the brotherhood and served 
as evangelist and teacher in many camps. He was 
actively involved in youth ministries and youth 
camps, serving for five years as teen camp director 
at Roxbury. He was one of the Camp's prayer 
leaders for the last 10 years. Camp Freedom has 
also been the beneficiary of 27 years of Brother 
Lehman's commitment to holiness and the Spirit-
filled life. He will long be remembered there for his 
involvement in purchasing and food preparation 
each year. 
Earl Lehman was a model in the home. He was 
a loving, understanding, helpful husband and a 
beloved father and grandfather. He commanded 
love and respect by all his family and his colleagues 
in the church. 
On behalf of the Board of Bishops and person-
ally, from my own deep appreciation, we sense a 
deep loss to the church. The memory of his minis-
try will sustain us in our sorrow and challenge us 
for the months and years ahead. 
H. Frank Kipe, Bishop, 
Allegheny Conference 
Nissley: Emma F. Nissley, born Feb. 8, 1922, 
died Oct. 25. She was married to Raymond D. 
Nissley who preceded her in death in 1986. She is 
survived by 2 sons, Raymond A., and Earl E.; 12 
grandchildren; 4 brothers; and 3 sisters. Emma 
was a member of the Shenks church, Elizabeth-
town, Pa. Rev. James A. Artz conducted the fu-
neral service. Interment was in the United Chris-
tian Cemetery, Campbelltown, Pa. 
Ramsey: Ruth E. Ramsey, born Aug. 10,1919, 
died Sept. 19. Surviving are 5 children and 10 
grandchildren. She was a member of the Saxton, 
Pa., congregation. Funeral services were held at 
the Masood Funeral Chapel, Saxton, with Rev. 
Earl Lehman officiating. Interment was in Grand-
view Cemetery. 
Teal: Orland Henry Teal, born April 1, 1905, 
died Nov. 13. Surviving are his wife, Nettie 
(Cronk); five sisters; and a brother. Orland was a 
member of the Springvale, Ont., congregation 
where he served as Sunday school superintendent 
and song leader for many years. The funeral ser-
vice was held at the church with Rev. Jim Cober 
and Rev. Gordon Gooderham officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Springvale cemetery. H 
Consultation on "deliverance ministries" 
presents differing views 
Editor's note: A "Consultation on 
Deliverance Ministry" held Oct. 30-
Nov. 1 at Eastern Mennonite College 
and Seminary attracted some 156 
registrants. 
The purpose of the gathering, accord-
ing to program planner Lawrence M. 
Yoder (Brethren in Christ faculty mem-
ber), was "to develop and impart a clear 
understanding of the biblical vision of 
the Kingdom of God as it confronts the 
kingdom of darkness, focusing on the 
ministry of Jesus and his disciples in the 
early church and on the resources God 
has given believers individually and cor-
porately in dealing with present-day 
realities." 
Marian Becker, a second-year stu-
dent at Eastern Mennonite Seminary, 
was a consultation participant. The Eliz-
abethtown, Pa., native served three years 
in Guatemala with Eastern Mennonite 
Board of Missions before enrolling at 
EMS. She gave these personal reflec-
tions on the meeting: 
Seminary students, pastors, deliver-
ance practit ioners and counselors 
gathered on campus to gain a better 
understanding of the dynamics of the 
struggle between the power of God and 
demonic forces. A number of speakers 
told of being delivered from powers of 
evil or shared from their involvement in 
deliverance ministry. Most sessions 
ended with a time of worship and praise 
as participants lifted up Jesus and 
acknowledged their dependence on God. 
I was among those persons with mixed 
feelings about the consultation. One 
needs to be reminded that Satan's power 
is real and is not just manifested in less 
"enlightened" countries than the United 
States. Through this meeting we were 
confronted with deceptive, often illu-
sive, evil forces in our own communities. 
But I wondered: did we give Satan too 
much credit? Some people thought so. 
Differing views were expressed on 
whether Christians can be oppressed by 
demons, raising questions, fear and 
doubt among some listeners. Was this 
helpful or edifying, I wondered. 
A seminary student from East Africa 
was bothered by the idea of demonic 
power influencing Christians. She said 
that when such teaching came to her 
country from the U.S., she saw change 
take place. People who had been secure 
in their faith, who had preached the 
power of Jesus and saw demons cast 
out, now became insecure in their walk 
with the Lord. 
She said that Christians began to 
blame demonic powers instead of 
acknowledging their own failures. "We 
need to concentrate on the power of 
Jesus," the African student said. "The 
demons cannot stand it." 
Her perspective was helpful to me, as 
was that of one speaker who cautioned 
against focusing too much on the spec-
tacular workings of Satan and ignoring 
the subtle ways he works in our relation-
ships and structures. 
In spite of my questions and uncer-
tainties, the consultation was meaning-
ful because we Westerners tend not to 
recognize the power and deception of 
Satan. This meeting reminded partici-
pants of that reality. But more impor-
tantly, as one speaker stated, "As we 
daily, consciously, put on God's armor 
(Eph. 6:10-18) we are able to stand and 
to fight against the kingdom of dark-
ness, drawing on the spiritual resources 
available through God in Jesus Christ." 
The consultation was sponsored by 
the John S. Coffman Center for Evange-
lism and Church Planting at Eastern 
Mennonite Seminary. 
A listening committee—George R. 
Brunk III, John R. Martin and John 
Kiblinger—gave a report near the close 
of the consultation. Copies of their 
report are available by writing to Law-
rence M. Yoder at EMS, Harrisonburg, 
VA 22801. 
Transcriptions, audiocassettes and 
videotapes of the consultation addresses 
are also available for each session (five 
in all). There is a small charge for these 
materials. More information is available 
by contacting Dr. Yoder at EMS. • 
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Volunteers from North and Central America 
join hurricane clean-up in Nicaragua 
Evangelism Convention 
Middle Atlantic 
ALIVE 89 near 
Lancaster in April 
The Eastern conferences of five de-
nominations sharing an Anabaptist per-
spective are sponsoring an April evange-
lism convention, "Middle Atlantic 
ALIVE 89." The Hempfield Church of 
the Brethren, East Petersburg, Pa., will 
host the April 17-19 event, designed to 
inspire and equip pastors and lay leaders 
for effective evangelism ministry. 
Convention speakers include Myron 
Augsburger, Arthur Climenhaga, Helen 
Quintela, Harold Carter, and Phill Car-
los Archbold. Some 30 workshops are 
planned on various evangelistic and 
church growth topics. 
In addition to the Brethren in Christ, 
sponsoring denominations are the Amer-
ican Baptist Churches, the Church of 
the Brethren, the General Conference 
Mennonite Church, and the Mennonite 
Church. 
Devon Bontrager, church developer 
for the Allegheny Conference of the 
Brethren in Christ, is convention direc-
tor. For more information, contact him 
at (717) 762-9363, or write to ALIVE 89, 
P.O. Box 921, Waynesboro, PA 17268. 
Workshops outlined for 
"Conference for Multi-
Staff Congregations" 
Workshops have been finalized for 
the "Conference for Multi-Staff Con-
gregations" at Bahia Vista Mennonite 
Church, Sarasota, Fla., Feb. 22-24. 
Fourteen workshops are planned. 
Topics include dealing with personality 
conflicts, multiple ministries in the com-
munity, when to add facilities, male-
female relationships and ministry, reach-
ing the unchurched, administration and 
management issues, and building long-
term relations between congregation and 
staff. 
Resource people will include Harold 
Westing, associate professor of Chris-
tian education and dean of students at 
Denver (Colo . ) Seminary ; James 
Waltner, senior pastor at College Men-
Volunteers from Costa Rica, Belize, 
Canada and the United States have 
joined Nicaraguans in recent weeks to 
help rebuild homes, churches and schools 
destroyed by an October hurricane along 
Nicaragua's East Coast. 
"Hurricanes never come at a good 
time," wrote one Nicaraguan. "Hurri-
cane Joan could not have come at a 
worse time. The economy is in sham-
bles, production at an all-time low and 
people's morale drained by the war," 
said the writer in a newsletter by 
CEPAD, a Nicaraguan Protestant de-
velopment agency through which Men-
nonite Central Committee works. 
CEPAD asked MCC to coordinate 
clean up and begin rebuilding. (See 
December Visitor, page 19.) MCC re-
sponded through Mennonite Disaster 
Service, which mobilized work teams 
from its five North American regions. 
The first group of 35 workers travelled 
to Nicaragua in early November. 
"What a wonderful afternoon of build-
ing a house together," wrote MDSer 
Randy Eigsti of the first home they built 
from start to finish. "When we arrived 
many were already at work, two men 
and four women hammering, sawing 
wood and pounding nails. If they felt 
intimidated by the presence of North 
nonite Church, Goshen, Ind.; and Mar-
cus S mucker, associate professor of pas-
toral theology at Associated Mennonite 
Biblical Seminaries, Elkhart, Ind. 
Multi-staff congregations are those 
which have more than one person on the 
pastoral team. The conference is also 
open to growth-oriented pastors and 
congregational leaders in smaller con-
gregations, conference/district leaders, 
and spouses of pastoral staff. 
The Brethren in Christ Church is one 
of the conferences sponsors, along with 
the Mennonite Board of Missions and 
Mennonite Board of Congregational 
Ministries of the Mennonite Church, 
and the Commission on Home Minis-
tries and Ministerial Leadership Ser-
vices of the General Conference Men-
nonite Church. 
For more information, contact John 
Byers, Atlantic Conference, Brethren in 
Christ Church, 501 E. Mulberry, Eliza-
bethtown, PA 17022 • 
Americans they didn't show it at all. 
Their message was clear: 'We are build-
ing this house and we welcome your 
help.' " 
"So we joined them," recalled Eigsti, 
who is from Ephrata, Pa., and went to 
Nicaragua November 11. "Men and 
women sunbaked and sunburned pound-
ing nails and sawing wood, bumping 
into each other and haphazardly, beau-
tifully erecting a house where there was 
none this morning." 
Eigsti and the seven others in the 
MDS Region I group worked in Blue-
fields, a city of more than 30,000, many 
of whom make their living in the fishing 
industry. Also working in Bluefields was 
a group of eight from Mountain Lake, 
Minn. 
One of the group's first projects in 
Bluefields was to replace the roof on 
Zion Baptist Church. They also repaired 
other houses and buildings and built 
small temporary homes. 
"The houses we built seemed rustic; 
some were made of scrap mahogany 
lumber salvaged from the wreckage," 
said MDSer Delbert Wenger, who lives 
in Akron, Pa., and is a volunteer at 
MCC's headquarters. "But they were 
really thankful for the shelter. Women 
and children were eager to help and 
pulled nails out of the twisted lumber. 
You couldn't lay your hammer down 
without someone grabbing and using 
it." 
After two-week stints in various loca-
tions the first group of MDSers were 
replaced by others. A third group is 
scheduled to travel down over Christ-
mas; plans for more workers are not yet 
finalized. 
"Sending more than 70 workers to 
Nicaragua is one of our most significant 
activities in recent years," said Lowell 
Detweiler, MDS coordinator. "We are 
thankful for the tremendous response 
from the network and for the safety, 
thus far, of our workers. Pray for this 
work, the safety and health of our 
workers, and for people of Nicaragua 
who have suffered so much." 
MDS workers were not the first North 
American Mennonites to join clean up 
efforts. In early November, 30 students 
from Eastern Mennonite College in 
Harrisonburg, Va., went to Muhan, 
Muelle de los Bueyes and San Juan, 
three towns in Zelaya Department in 
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southeastern Nicaragua. The students, 
who were midway through a semester-
long study tour of Central America, 
stayed in homes, churches and schools 
and worked at several projects. 
One group put the roof back on a 
health center, another rebuilt part of a 
school; a third did clean-up and laid a 
foundation for a temporary clinic in a 
town that is housing 1,300 refugees from 
Rama, a city that was flooded during the 
storm. 
A highlight of the time, according to 
the students, was the presence of Nica-
raguan youth on each team. Although 
language was a barrier, they found they 
had much in common as they worked 
and lived together. 
Others who joined the clean up in-
cluded volunteers from the Costa Rican 
MDS workers from Mountain Lake, 
Minn., work alongside children and local 
men replacing a tin roof on a house in 
Bluefields, a major city that was nearly 
flattened by a hurricane along Nicara-
gua's East Coast. 
Mennonite Church, 34 workers from 
Nicaraguan Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ churches, and a group from the 
Spanish Look-out Mennonite colony in 
Belize. 
MCC will continue to work through 
CEPAD on long-term response. That 
may include MCC assuming responsi-
bility for rebuilding one town or area 
that CEPAD would identify. Since the 
country was devastated ecologically-
more than 15 percent of the country's 
forests were destroyed—MCC also hopes 
to help clean up and log downed trees. 
Later MCC hopes to help with refores-
tation. Damage to forests will likely dis-
rupt weather patterns and allow erosion 
of topsoil for years to come. 
MCC is also sending food, blankets, 
meat, clothing, soap, and health kits 
from North American Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ church members— 
Andrea Schrock Wenger, MCC Infor-
mation Services. m 
MCC launches youth 
program; recruits youth 
for two overseas programs 
Mennonite Central Committee is 
seeking young people for its Youth Dis-
covery Teams and SALT International 
programs. 
Youth Discovery Teams is a new 
MCC learning program that will bring 
North American and international youth, 
ages 18 to 24, together in teams to partic-
ipate in Bible and language study, to do 
work projects, and to live in and learn 
about a new culture. Teams will last 
from three months to a year. The first 
year teams will serve in Central America 
and in another location yet to be 
finalized. 
This program was begun in response 
to requests from youth leaders and pas-
tors that MCC provide more service and 
learning opportunities for young people. 
SALT International volunteers, age 
18 to 22, will not work as part of youth 
teams, but will be placed in one-year 
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service assignments in South America, 
Africa or Asia with local Mennonite or 
Brethren in Christ churches, or as part 
of the long-term MCC program in a 
region. SALTers will live with local 
church people. The SALT program was 
begun in 1981. 
Through both programs, MCC hopes 
young people will broaden their views 
about the world, grow in discipleship 
and develop a wider understanding of 
global issues and a greater love for 
God's people around the world. 
Youth in both programs will be re-
sponsible for part of the program costs. 
Those in Youth Discovery Teams will 
be asked to contribute between $3,000 
and $4,000 (U.S.) to cover about half of 
program costs. SALTers are asked to 
contribute $2,500 (U.S.) or $3,000 
(Canadian) toward the expenses of the 
year abroad. Limited financial assist-
ance is available to applicants who do 
not have personal, family or church 
resources. 
MCC hopes to place about 30 people 
in both programs. Applications for 
SALT are due by February 15 and for 
Youth Discovery Teams by March 15. 
For more information contact: Person-
nel Services, MCC, Box M, Akron, PA 
17501, or MCC Canada, 134 Plaza Dr., 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9. • 
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President begins his 25th year 
In 1934, when D. Ray Hostetter was 
just a lad of seven, his father, C. N. 
Hostetter, Jr., took up the Messiah Col-
lege presidency, moving to campus with 
his wife Anna and their four children, 
Nelson, Lane, Ray, and Glenn. But Dr. 
Hostetter's relationship to the school 
began even earlier. His grandfather had 
previously served as president of Mes-
siah, and his parents both attended and 
taught at the school. In 1964, four years 
after his father retired, Dr. Hostetter 
took over as president, and has stood at 
the helm of Messiah College for the past 
twenty-four years. 
The length of President Hostetter's 
tenure is no minor accomplishment, 
especially in light of the school's growth 
and maturity during that period. Even 
more than that, compared to his peers— 
other college and university presidents— 
Dr. Hostetter's longevity in his position 
is remarkable. A recent study by the 
American Council on Education showed 
that only 3.4 percent of all college and 
university presidents had held that posi-
tion at the same institution for more 
than twenty-one years. And slightly 
more than half of the presidents in the 
study had served for five years or fewer. 
In the Middle States Association of Col-
leges and Secondary Schools (Pennsyl-
vania, New York, New Jersey, Dela-
ware, Maryland, and Washington, D.C.), 
How to apply for financial aid 
College-bound high school seniors: 
apply for financial aid now. Here are 
four steps to follow in applying for 
financial aid for the 1989-1990 academic 
year. 
1. Identify the types of financial aid 
for which you may qualify. The Messiah 
College Financial Aid Office has a 
packet of helpful brochures that it will 
send to interested students. Contact this 
office (Grantham, PA 17027) and ask 
for the materials mentioned in the Decem-
ber 1988 Evangelical Visitor. 
2. Discuss the availability of state/ 
provincial and local community scholar-
ships, grants, and loans with your school 
guidance counselor. 
Dr. Hostetter's tenure stands as the 
longest of any college president. 
Of course, by Dr. Hostetter's side 
these twenty-four years has been the 
"First Lady" of Messiah College, his 
wife Audrey. Her support and untiring 
efforts on behalf of the college and its 
mission deserve much praise and atten-
tion as well. 
Recently, in an in-depth survey by 
U.S. News & World Report, Messiah 
College ranked as one of the best 125 
colleges in America. In many ways this 
influential report provides a fitting trib-
ute to President Hostetter's upcoming 
silver anniversary. As Dr. E. Morris 
Sider has written, Messiah College cer-
tainly has "come of age," and Dr. Hos-
tetter has led the way though the most 
dramatic transformations of the school. 
In 1964, Dr. Hostetter's first year as 
president, enrollment stood at 293, full-
time faculty numbered 36, and Messiah 
offered a mere 8 degree programs. Today 
Messiah College's 2,179 students may 
choose from over 40 liberal arts and 
pre-professional majors, and are served 
by 134 full-time faculty. Every visitor to 
Messiah praises the beautiful campus 
and the high quality of the facilities. Dr. 
Hostetter can indeed be proud of what 
Messiah College is today. 
Homecoming held 
More than a thousand alumni turned 
out on a beautiful Saturday, October 15, 
for Homecoming. Events such as bed 
races, a parade, outdoor chicken bar-
becue, and a giant ice cream sundae 
were part of "The Sky's No Limit" 
theme. There was a full day of sports, 
highlighted by Messiah's nationally 
ranked soccer team beating a Muhlen-
3. Many financial aid programs re-
quire students to demonstrate financial 
need. For example, at Messiah the 
Financial Aid Form (FAF) is used to 
determine financial need for non-Penn-
sylvania residents. Pennsylvania residents 
file the Pennsylvania Higher Education 
Assistance Agency (PHEAA) applica-
tion to determine financial need. Need 
analysis forms should be completed and 
submitted during January and February. 
4. Submit your financial aid applica-
tion early. High school students should 
apply for financial aid in January or 
February. 
berg team that had shut out its previous 
13 opponents, and whose only loss was 
to Penn State. Before the game, a sky-
diver parachuted onto the field with the 
game ball. 
Three individuals were honored by 
the Alumni Association: Dr. E. Morris 
Sider (Upland '53), Professor of History 
and English Literature at Messiah, and 
well-known as the archivist for both the 
denomination and the college, received 
the Alumni Appreciation Award; Stephen 
McBeth (Messiah College 78), Vice 
President of Disney Consumer Products, 
received the Young Alumnus Achieve-
ment Award; and Roger C. Sider (Mes-
siah College '62), Medical Director of 
Pine Rest Christian Hospital in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., received the Distin-
guished Alumnus Award. 
Trustee report from October Board 
meeting 
In addition to approving a revised 
1988-1989 fiscal year operating budget 
of $27,003,003 during their annual fall 
meeting held October 14-16, the Mes-
siah College Board of Trustees accepted 
the continuing service of the current 
officers for 1988-1989. These are Galen 
Oakes, Chairman; Charlie Byers, Jr., 
Vice Chairman; Emerson Frey, Secre-
tary; and Kenneth Martin, Treasurer. 
The Board also extended a special word 
of welcome to new trustees Brian Thom-
as, a 1987 Messiah graduate from Cam-
bridge, Mass., and Mary Helen Haas of 
Denver, Colo. 
Webster McCormack, president of 
the Wilmac Corporation in York, Pa., 
and Louis M. Adams, a human factors 
engineer in the Federal Systems Di-
vision of the IBM Corporation in Rock-
ville, Md., were appointed as new mem-
bers to four-year terms on the Board of 
Trustees. Another new appointment was 
made to the Board of Associates. Har-
risburg area businessman, Ed Norford, 
from Camp Hill, Pa., was given a three-
year term on that board. 
The board also recommended the 
formation of an ad hoc committee on 
strategic planning to be composed of 
five members of the Executive Commit-
tee and assigned college personnel. They 
will meet for the first time in January. 
Finally, four faculty promotions, effec-
tive 1989-1990, were a p p r o v e d . 
These are John Harles, Associate Pro-
fessor of Political Science, Doug Jacob-
sen, Associate Professor of Church His-
tory and Theology, Richard Roberson, 
Associate Professor of Music, and Noel 
Falk, Professor of Biology. • 
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To be honest with you 
Some time ago I was shopping at one 
of the local malls and bought an item 
from a popular women's clothing store. 
When I came home and opened the bag, 
I discovered along with the receipt the 
check I had written to pay for the item. I 
called the store and told them I had the 
check and would return it as soon as I 
could. They thanked me profusely. The 
next day when I returned the check, they 
thanked me again, and a few days later, I 
received a thank you note in the mail. 
They kept repeating that such honesty is 
not often found these days. 
While it felt good to be appreciated 
for my honesty, it was also embarrassing 
and a cause for sadness. What I did was 
not particularly noteworthy; it should 
be expected as common., everyday be-
havior. Unfortunately, that's not the 
case. Long ago we learned that we 
shouldn't leave things like bicycles, tape 
players, basketballs, lawn chairs, or 
brooms and rakes outside, even if they're 
inside our fenced yard. When our house 
was burglarized last year, the major 
advice we received from the police was 
to install better locks on the doors or an 
alarm system. Our next door neighbor, 
after numerous experiences with bur-
glaries, installed a sophisticated alarm 
system and regularly sleeps with a gun 
handy. He wouldn't hesitate to use it. 
I resist such heavy-handed means of 
protection against dishonesty. There is 
no way I would have a gun in the house 
for protection, but even safeguarding 
the house with an array of burglar-proof 
locks and alarms seems to me to be 
putting the emphasis in the wrong place. 
I recognize the reality of our world and I 
take normal precautions, but I would 
much rather work on teaching and 
modeling the kind of honesty that would 
make such precautions unnecessary. 
Basic honesty of the sort I've been 
describing probably comes easily to 
most Christians—we generally don't lie, 
cheat or steal. Honesty on other levels, 
however, is more difficult and a lot less 
clear cut. For example, I have a relative 
who has chosen a very different lifestyle 
which I can't condone. A few months 
ago, we spent some time together talk-
ing about her choice and what led her to 
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it. I listened, asked questions, and ad-
mitted openly that her lifestyle choices 
contradict much of what I believe. None-
theless, she commented, "You're so 
honest and open. I'm really glad we can 
talk about this." 
I'm not sure what that kind of honesty 
means. I wonder if it means I'm so open 
I'll accept anything, but I think that in 
this context it means that even though I 
told her that her values don't coincide 
with mine, I still listened and cared and 
didn't allow my opinion of her lifestyle 
to interfere with our relationship. 
Honesty in this case is closely linked 
with the kind of openness between peo-
ple that encourages communication and 
caring even when we disagree. 
That kind of openness also means 
honesty about ourselves—about who 
and what we are and are not. A pop 
psychology book a couple years ago 
described the "imposter phenomenon" 
which afflicts many people. It's the fear 
that if others really knew us, they 
wouldn't like us anymore; it's also the 
fear that any success we achieve is not 
the result of genuine competence or 
hard work on our part, but rather is just 
a fluke or a lucky break. We fear that 
any day well fail and show our true 
selves. In order to avoid loss of love or 
reputation, we hide ourselves from 
others—especially the not-so-pretty 
parts. 
I'm not suggesting that total honesty 
is always appropriate. Not everyone 
wants or needs to know us that well. But 
I do think that a greater degree of 
honesty about ourselves, about what we 
really think and feel, would improve the 
quality of our relationships. I know that 
I am often silent rather than risk being 
honest because I'm afraid of the response 
IH get. I also know that often when I am 
honest, it is a relief to be able to drop my 
mask and be real and then to find that 
others care about me anyway. Each of 
us needs a few people with whom we can 
drop our masks. 
Last year I listed three things that I'd 
like to do in 1988: meet my deadlines, 
read more, and be more assertive. I 
achieved success on all three counts— 
not total success, by any means (I have 
to be honest!), but some progress. In 
1989,1 want to continue to work on the 
same three things, and I want to add this 
matter of honesty to the list. I want to 
continue to be the kind of person who 
will return money that doesn't belong to 
me, and I want to be more honest with 
myself and others. I want to discover 
more of "the truth that sets us free." 
Phoebe 
Conciliation service announces 
1989 training institutes 
Mennonite Conciliation Service 
(MCS), a program of Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee (MCC) U.S. Peace Sec-
tion, will sponsor two training institutes 
in Akron, Pa., in 1989. 
The first, interpersonal mediation 
skills, will be held March 29 to 31. It will 
include introduction to conflict man-
agement and mediation skills with a 
focus on mediating interpersonal con-
flicts. 
The second institute will be June 26 to 
30. It will focus on the same material as 
the first institute with an additional two 
days dedicated to group conflict inter-
vention. 
Institute trainers will be John Paul 
Lederach, MCS director, and Alice M. 
Price, MCS associate director. Leder-
ach recently returned from Central 
America where he did mediation train-
ing and was instrumental in negotia-
tions between the Nicaraguan govern-
ment and Miskito Indian groups. Price 
joined the MCS staff recently following 
several years of practice as a mediator 
and attorney in Colorado. 
Registration for the first seminar will 
be $225; the second institute will be 
$375. Some tuition scholarships are 
available. Contact: MCS, Box M, 




Onesimus, a servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to Paul, my father in the faith 
and my brother in the Lord. My spirit is 
moved as I write that greeting to you. 
What memories there are in speaking of 
myself as a servant and not a slave. 
Here we are in the first month of a 
new year—a time for reflection and a 
time for resolution. 
This past year has been so momentous. 
I remember it so well. Early in the year I 
had that chance to run away from the 
household of Philemon and I headed for 
Rome. And there, brother Paul, I met 
you. I cannot forget meeting Luke and 
Demas, who stopped me in the market-
place and invited me to what they called 
a "fellowship of believers." To my sur-
prise this included a visit to the Roman 
GodQuest 
at Kenbrook 
GodQuest, a silent retreat with 
spiritual direction, will be offered 
at Kenbrook Bible Camp, near 
Lebanon, Pa., on three dates in 
1989: Jan. 22-25, Mar. 12-14, 
and May 7-9. 
John St oner, a parent, pastor, 
prophet and peace activist from 
Akron, Pa., will lead each retreat. 
He will assist the planning of 
each person's retreat in an open-
ing session and meet daily with 
each retreatant. Choose a one, 
two, or three day quest for a 
closer walk with God, beginning 
Sunday evening. 
Kenbrook is in a quiet, rural 
setting with woods, meadows, 
streams, and a pond. Costs per 
day: lodging and noon meal, 
$22; spiritual direction, $25 (total 
of $47). You bring food for 
breakfast and the evening meal; 
refrigerator and microwave oven 
available. 
For information or reserva-
tions, call John St oner (717)859-
3388 or Kenbrook (717)865-4547. 
prison! My heart failed me on that one, 
for I thought they were going to deliver 
me up to the authorities and I wondered 
how they knew I was a runaway slave. 
But no—instead, they brought me to 
visit you. That started it all. 
I remember the night when I saw that 
I was a slave of sin. You led me to Jesus 
Christ as my savior and deliverer. What 
glorious freedom! What days of fellow-
ship and spiritual growth that followed. 
How I enjoyed serving you in your need. 
Then all of a sudden you put the ques-
tion to me. What was I going to do 
about making right the wrongs I had 
done to Philemon—not only in running 
away, but also in restoring the goods I 
had stolen from him for the journey. I 
protested that I was now a free man in 
Jesus Christ. And I asked, "Father Paul, 
how can you send me back into slavery 
again?" I shall not forget your reply. 
"Yes, my son, you are free in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, but you are still a member 
of the society in which you live. There 
may be things in that society which are 
not right. But as long as you do not have 
to deny your God, and your faith in 
Jesus Christ, you must live up to the 
obligations of that society." And thus I 
faced it. Slavery was wrong, but being a 
slave did not stop me from being a fol-
lower of Jesus Christ. 
So you sent me back to Colosse with 
that letter to Philemon. I cannot forget 
his response when I was hustled into his 
presence by the household watchman 
and I gave him your letter. He came up 
off his couch and embraced me, calling 
me brother. He immediately went to 
work following the legal procedure to 
set me free. Then he did something even 
more amazing than that. (It was apparent 
your letter touched a chord in his heart, 
that it made him think of something he 
had not thought of before. I believe, 
Paul, you call it "walking in the light.") 
He forthwith set all the slaves in his 
household free and offered them work 
as honored servants. 
That kind of action is the true evidence 
of the gospel working, is it not? Doing 
more for the urgent needs of society 
than what the law seems to call for. 
Thus the New Year is one of anticipa-
tion for me. Since I need to stay right 
now to work off my debt to Philemon 
for my own conscience' sake, 111 not see 
you just yet. But may our God grant you 
release from that prison period so that 
you can get on your way for that pro-
jected missionary journey to Spain. 
The article above was written by the 
new Onesimus VII, who begins his/her 
12-month writing assignment with this 
January issue. The 1988 Onesimus was 
Gwen White, who was named to the 
Board for Media Ministries at the 1988 
General Conference. Gwen shared these 
comments after completing her Decem-
ber column: 
"In the midst of doing my best to 
participate with my husband Rod in the 
work of pastoring our young church 
here in Riverside (Calif), caring for our 
four boys, and continuing to share life 
with the small Christian community in 
which we live, the schedule can be at 
times full of activity. Writing demands 
spaces for quiet reflection. This has 
stretched my heart. 
I've seen again how grateful I am for 
the Brethren in Christ, and how deeply I 
care that our historical distinctives are 
not abandoned in an increasingly mili-
taristic, materialistic society. The spirit-
ualfoundations on which we are allowed 
to build our lives and service within the 
brotherhood are invaluable. At times I 
have feared we will lose them, as our 
culture moves farther away and tempts 
us to follow. This year I've seen the 
strength of that temptation and found 
roots of its deception in my own heart. 
This has led to new places of surrender 
and growth. I'm going to keep the spaces 
for quiet reflection even though I'm no 
longer'Onesimus'." 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
30 Evangelical Visitor 
fViPorial 
"Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that 
they should always pray and not give up" (Luke 18:1). 
Last Sunday, Teri shared a prayer request in morning wor-
ship. She asked that our congregation remember her step-niece 
and nephew, young teens in a nearby city, who are undergoing 
psychiatric care after their involvement in a Satanic cult was 
discovered. 
Perhaps it was Teri's prayer request that prompted me 
Monday morning to read the front-page article in the latest 
issue of Christian Standard, an exchange magazine I usually 
scan. Entitled "Combating Satan, there is something we can 
do: We Can Pray," the article begins with a story of a man in a 
restaurant who was seen bowing his head before eating. When 
a fellow diner commented about his being a Christian, the man 
replied that he wasn't a Christian, but had been praying to 
Satan. Asked what one says when praying to Satan, the man 
responded, "Well, on this day of the week, all Satan worshipers 
are to pray for sexual immorality to permeate the Christian 
clergy." 
Troubled with the idea of Satanists joining together to pray 
for the same thing on the same day, the author (June Beeman 
of Mesa, Ariz.) asked the women in her Bible study group to 
add seven requests to their individual prayers, one for each day 
of the week. She developed a list of requests, with everyone 
agreeing to pray for the same thing on the same day. 
The idea began to spread, with group members giving copies 
of the list to friends and relatives nearby and in distant states. 
In her magazine article, June urged readers to join in concerted 
prayer, and to pass the list of prayer requests on to others. 
As I read the article, it seemed appropriate to share the idea 
with the readers of the Visitor as well. With permission of the 
author, I've adapted the seven requests for the Visitor's interna-
tional readership. Nevertheless, it maintains the basic themes 
of June Beeman's original prayer list. 
Reflecting on her list, June comments, "I realize it is very 
incomplete; however, it is a starting point. Will you please join 
those of us who are doing this and copy it for anyone else who 
will join us in petitioning God for these things? It is very 
important that you pray for these specific things on the sched-
uled day." 
A proposal for prayer 
Most of these requests are quite general. For example, the 
Wednesday request focuses on the children of your community 
and nation. That's a lot of children. But you can bring each 
concern into your everyday world by asking the Lord to 
remind you of specific persons or situations as you pray for 
each day's more "global" request. 
1 urge you to join with a growing number of other Christians 
in adding concerted prayer for these seven requests to your 
daily time of prayer. 
G 
Monday—Pray for families in your community and nation 
to turn to God. Ask God to protect families from Satan and his 
schemes against us. Ask God to protect our families from 
divorce, and nourish them in righteous living. 
Tuesday—Pray for your country and its political leaders. 
Pray that they will turn to God and seek His guidance as they 
make decisions. 
Wednesday—Pray for the children of your community and 
nation. Pray for those who have run away from home, for 
those who are neglected and/ or abused, for those who are 
hungry. Ask the Lord to show how to help them. 
Thursday—Pray for the churches in your community and 
around the world. Pray that people will learn God's truth and 
glorify God in their daily lives. 
Friday—Pray for the faculty, staff, and administration of 
the colleges, universities, Bible colleges, and seminaries in your 
country. Pray for the grade schools and high schools, both 
public and private, throughout the nation. Pray for those 
specific students or teachers whom the Holy Spirit brings to 
mind. 
Saturday—Pray for the leaders of your state or province, as 
well as local officials. Pray for government office workers, that 
they might see the need to include God in their daily routines 
and decisions. 
Sunday—Pray for every minister who is preaching the truth. 
Pray for the worshipers in every congregation where God is 
exalted and glorified. Pray for revival, starting in your local 
congregation and sweeping across your community and 
nation. 
s ^ Pontius' 
Puddle 
Bulletins and newsletters reprint-
ing "Pontius' Puddle" from the 
Visitor must pay $10 for each 
use to Joel Kauffmann, 111 
Carter Road. Goshen, IN 46526. 
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Pishops' Qolmn 
Upscaling mission 
by Glenn A. Ginder 
"Jesus never reached full age." At 
least that would be the natural conclu-
sion upon learning that he died at age 
33. But there is a more informed conclu-
sion. Jesus had an all-consuming mis-
sion—to show us the Father and culmi-
nate a perfect life in an atoning death 
and the demonstration of resurrection 
power. And that mission was accom-
plished at age 33. 
There is one difference between his 
mission and ours. His was so total, so 
all-encompassing, so majestic. Provid-
ing full salvation was an ultimate mis-
sion—with no "second phase." For us, 
finiteness requires that we go about 
establishing and pursuing mission in 
manageable "bite sizes." The fact that 
we must work in segments or phases 
should not, however, discourage an 
individual or congregation from think-
ing big when wrestling with mission. 
Fortunately the very God who designed 
Jesus' grand mission before the begin-
ning, chooses to indwell believers. The 
indwelling Spirit blends our bite size 
efforts into his larger scheme. God 
works th rough our human frail ty 
(hallelujah!). 
In light of these observations, I find it 
instructive to reflect on the Brethren in 
Christ mission. There is no doubt in my 
mind about our reason for being: As a 
body of believers, our mission is to so 
clearly demonstrate the grace of Jesus in 
and through the worshipping and wit-
nessing community, that people will 
readily come to peace with God and find 
deliverance, wholeness, and direction 
for life. That mission has been expressed 
through various foci. For example, 
some, in thinking about "mission," see 
primarily world missions—the challenge 
of reaching into other people groups 
around the world to provide them with a 
faithful witness. For others, at congre-
gational budget time, mission takes 
shape as MISSION 89 with a special 
emphasis on stewardship and the fund-
ing of ministries. Still others work with 
mission in the congregation by giving 
appropriate attention to formulating a 
mission statement. These are valid at-
tempts to reckon with the need for a 
clear direction. 
God, by his gracious indwelling Spirit, 
gives wondrous unity to the various 
fragments and phases of our attempts at 
mission. Thus, any member of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church with a concern for 
the effectiveness of the church may join 
others in his or her congregation or con-
ference to formulate the mission. When 
this is done with prayerful sensitivity, we 
may be confident that the emerging 
direction is an integral part of that which 
God is doing on an eternal scale. 
Every thoughtful believer experiences 
a surge of spontaneous praise when it is 
apparent that plans and designs (whether 
individual or corporate, minor or major) 
seem to be "in sync" and contribute to 
harmony and productivity for the glory 
of God. 
Of course, we have adequate exam-
ples of situations where harmony is in 
short supply. In such cases the unfortu-
nate clashes and conflicts among per-
sons of faith distort the church's mission 
and severely diminish effectiveness. A 
profile of this problem would identify 
flagrant individualism as one culprit. 
Mistrust of brothers and sisters is 
another—often fostered by failure to 
spend time together. And no doubt a 
primary one is the lack of attention 
given to prayer. The Holy Spirit delights 
to be the unifying element in all of our 
planning and projecting. Therefore, seek-
ing the mind of God in prayer is the only 
real assurance that our mission will 
dovetail with other fragments to con-
tribute to God's grand design. 
All of us help with designing the mis-
sion of the church and therefore have 
opportunity to enhance the overall cause 
of Christ. Take for example MISSION 
89. This plan for cooperatively funding 
our ministries began with the Board for 
Stewardship. (Actually, as affirmed in 
this article, we may believe that the real 
origin was in the mind of God as a part 
of his larger redemptive mission.) Pas-
tors and church boards had opportunity 
last fall to blend the MISSION 89 vision 
of Cooperative Ministries with their 
vision for a vibrant congregation. An-
nual council meetings invite all congre-
gational participants to help with shap-
ing the mission—often by decisions 
about budgets and related issues. So we 
together design a mission that God is 
using as part of his overall "plan of the 
ages." 
As an usher, or a bishop, or a nursery 
attendant, or a committee chair involved 
in grappling with the church's mission, 
we need to understand several basics: 1) 
Mission is essential. That is, there must 
be, for every worthwhile venture, a clear 
understanding of what is to be accom-
plished and how we fit into it. 2) The 
decisions we make shape our mission 
and in turn impact for good or ill the 
mission of our church as well as God's 
overall scheme. 3) Prayer is primary— 
not occasional heartless requests, but 
humble intercession in concert with fel-
low-believers seeking the mind of God. 
From this prayer saturated context, a 
sense of mission will emerge. Faithful-
ness in prayer is the one way to integrate 
the parts—my particular mission and 
yours—into a dynamic, God honoring 
whole. 
Glenn Ginder is bishop 
of the Midwest Confer-
ence of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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